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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence,
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties
Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .
To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in
the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.

2021 is here! May it be better than 2020. There is still a lot of uncertainty in the
world as we start the new year, there has been a lot of trials for us all, but we must go on!
The officers have been looking at our monthly meeting plans, and know that we
can only plan a month at a time, for now. We've always set up our meetings a year in
advance to give everyone a chance to plan on what to expect at each meeting, and will
continue that as soon as we are able. The February meeting is still scheduled for the 11th ,
2nd Thursday as usual. It will be at the Methodist Church in Rainsboro, same as out last
several meetings. Covered Dish or sack lunch, which ever you prefer. At the time of
printing we do not have a title for our program, but rest assured, we will have an
interesting program! As always you can check the web site for the most up-to-date
information.
We haven't got much information on Betsy and Ramie this month, only that their
container with all their worldly goods did arrive, and that the country of Ireland is on
Lock-down.
It has been an absolute blessing this year to be able to get outside and do things
around the farm and not worry about wearing a mask or social distancing! I hope you,
too, have been able to enjoy the wonderful outdoors!
While you are “confined”, Fern sends you her favorite Zucchini recipe:
ZUCCHINI APPETIZERS
3 cups thinly sliced zucchini, 1 cup Bisquick, ½ C chopped onion, 2 T snipped Parsley,
½ C grated Parmesan cheese, ½ t salt, ½ t seasoned salt, ½ t oregano, dash of pepper,
1 clove of chopped garlic, ½ C vegetable oil, 4 eggs slightly beaten.
Mix all ingredients together and spread in a greased 13 x 9 x 2 baking dish. Bake at
350 degrees 45 minutes or until golden brown.
Until next month.....remember guys.....if the women don't find you handsome,
they ought to find you handy! Keep the duct tape close by!
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The November meeting was our Annual Auction / Fund Raiser. John was our auctioneer, and entertainment for
the evening. We all had a good time, and a few good bargins were made on the bidding floor. We will be looking
forward to next year, so don't throw away that item in the corner, bring it to the auction next year!

Join us January 22nd for our first Escape to The Forest webinar of 2021.
Ohio Woodland Stewards will host OSU’s Ann Chanon talking about buckeyes.
BUCKEYES - more than just the state tree
Explore buckeye biology and identification, and their importance for pollinators and wildlife
Register here for the webinar go.osu.edu/2021buckeye
Both ISA and SAF continuing education credits will be offered.
We hope to see you there.

Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) News
APHIS and ODA are in the process of moving forward with tree removals in Clermont County in
an attempt to eradicate the ALB. Recently, a publicly outcry has emerged as the recommendations call
for the removal of un-infested host trees within a specific radius of infested trees. The removal of
currently healthy trees is part of a science panel recommendation to eradicate the pest.
Many affected landowners do not want un-infested trees removed. A significant public push-back
has started. There have been 2 other significant ALB outbreaks in the northeast and Chicago areas over
the last 10 years that were effectively dealt with using these eradication actions.
As understandably difficult as the recommendation is for landowners not wanting healthy trees
removed, OFA supports the science panel recommendations. We weighed in with state elected officials
to let them know we believe these actions are appropriate, necessary, and responsible. If the ALB is not
eradicated, there will be another truly destructive insect attacking our forests.
Purdue Investigates Poplar Trees as a Biofuel
Purdue University is conducting a five-year study on 69 varieties of poplar grown on two sites in Indiana
to determine which varieties have the best growth characteristics to supply wood for ethanol production.
In a companion study, researches are using genetic engineering to determine how altering genes can
make cellulosic conversion more efficient. Researchers have long considered that finding an efficient
way to break down cellulose into sugars for ethanol production is the Holy Grail in woody biomass.
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers
Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester Vinton,
Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596 ext 109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us
Perry Brannan, DNR Forester Jackson,
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us
Brad Wireman, DNR Forester Fayette,
Clinton, Highland, Pike,
Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us
Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu
Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net
Dave Apsley,
Nat’l Resource Specialist
740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu
Jerermy Scherf, ODNR
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us
Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us
Katie Gerber DNR Forester
Fayette
740-774-1596
Katherine.Gerber@state.oh.us
Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands
Biologist 937-347-0925
emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us

NEVER FAIL PIE
CRUST
4 cups flour, 1 ¾ cup
shortning or lard, 1 or 2
tlbs sugar, 2 tsps salt, 1 tsp
vinegar, 1 egg, ½ cup water
Mix flour, sugar, salt, and
shortning, beat vinegar, egg
& water together and add
to flour mixture, mix well.
Divide into 5 parts, chill at
least 15 minutes, or freeze
for future use.
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Ohio Farm Bureau Federation(OFBF) Shows
Support for Timber and Forest Products
The Timber section of OFBF’s State Policy book now reads as follows:

We Support:
1.The Ohio Division of Forestry in promoting educational efforts for timber
marketing programs, workshops, articles, and the Call Before You Cut
program, that serve private woodland landowners with the goal of
protecting landowners from making poor marketing decisions, supporting
the forest products industry, and increasing quality timber production in
Ohio.
2.Utilizing State Service Foresters and professional consulting foresters in
assisting and supporting landowners in making educated timber marketing
decisions.
3.Funding for the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and the Ohio
Department of Agriculture for identifying, detecting, monitoring, treating,
and providing control methods for and education about forest pests
deemed to be detrimental to the timber resources of Ohio.
4.All owners of timberlands have a Forest Management Plan written by a
qualified forester.
5.All property boundaries are properly located and marked prior to
conducting a timber sale.
6.Stronger enforcement of criminal trespass laws in order to prevent
timber theft.
7.Farmers and woodland owners utilizing a Timber Harvest Notice of
Intent (NOI) approved by their local Soil and Water Conservation District
Board of Supervisors, with the technical support of the ODNR Division of
Forestry, or qualified consulting foresters prior to conducting a timber
harvest to ensure that Best Management Practices for Logging (BMP’s) be
implemented on all timber sales.
8.Utilization of a Timber Sale Contract that ensures that the minimum
basic standards for silviculture, best management practices for logging,
economic protection, and protection of both the Seller and Buyer as
recommended by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of
Forestry.
9.The Ohio Forestry Association, ODNR Division of Forestry, and the
Loggers Standard Council in their efforts to maintain, monitor, and
enhance the Master Logger Program to improve safety and ensure
loggers follow Best Management Practices (BMPs).
10.The creation of forestry demonstration areas on state, private, or
municipal lands that show the environmental and economic benefits and
desired impacts that sound silvicultural practices have on forests, wildlife,
and people.
11.Division of Forestry owned state forests stay under the management of
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry.
12.The sustainable harvesting of timber on state-owned lands.
13.The use of EQIP funds originating in the Farm Bill and distributed
through the USDA and NRCS Offices to forest landowners to enhance the
environment and the timber resources of Ohio.
14.Legislation that would require sawmills to document purchases, provide
those records to law enforcement upon request, and prohibit sawmills
from purchasing logs from known timber thieves.
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Take time to laugh...........
Bubba walked into a doctor's office
and the receptionist asked him what he had.
Bubba said: 'Shingles.' So she wrote down his name, address, medical insurance number and told him to have a seat.
Fifteen minutes later a nurse's aide came out and asked Bubba what he had.
Bubba said, 'Shingles' So she wrote down his height, weight, a complete medical history and told Bubba to wait in the
examining room.
A half hour later a nurse came in and asked Bubba what he had.
Bubba said, 'Shingles..' So the nurse gave Bubba a blood test, a blood pressure test, an electrocardiogram, and told
Bubba to take off all his clothes and wait for the doctor.
An hour later the doctor came in and found Bubba sitting patiently in the nude and asked Bubba what he had.
Bubba said, 'Shingles.' The doctor asked, 'Where?'
Bubba said, 'Outside on the truck. Where do you want me to unload 'em??'

The New Walmart Greeter
Charley, a new retiree-greeter at Wal-Mart, just couldn't seem to get to work on time.
Every day he was 5, 10, 15 minutes late. But he was a good worker, really tidy, clean-shaven, sharp-minded
and a real credit to the company and obviously demonstrating their "Older Person Friendly" policies.
One day the boss called him into the office for a talk. "Charley, I have to tell you, I like your work ethic,
you do a bang-up job when you finally get here, but your being late so often is quite bothersome."
"Yes sir, I know, and I am working on it."
"Well good, you are a team player. That's what I like to hear.”
“Yes sir, I understand your concern and I’ll try harder.”
Seeming puzzled, the manager went on to comment, “It's odd though you're coming in late. I know you're
retired from the Armed Forces. What did they say to you there if you showed up in the morning so late and so
often?"
The old man looked down at the floor, then smiled. He chuckled quietly, then said with a grin,
"They usually saluted and said, "Good morning General, can I get your coffee sir?"

ADVICE FOR ANYONE MOVING TO OHIO :
1. Save all bacon grease. You will be instructed later how to use it.
2. If you do run your car into a ditch, don't panic. Four men in the cab of a four wheel drive with a 12-pack of beer
and a tow chain will be along shortly. Don't try to help them. Just stay out of their way. This is what they
live for.
3. Remember: "Y'all" is singular. "All y'all" is plural. "All y'all's" is plural possessive.
4. Get used to the phrase "It's not the heat, it's the humidity". And the collateral phrase "You call this hot?
Wait'll August."
5. Don't tell us how you did it up there. Nobody cares.
6. If you think it's too hot, don't worry. It'll cool down-in December.
7. A Mercedes-Benz is not a status symbol, a Chevy, Dodge, or Ford is.
8. If someone says they're "fixin" to do something, that doesn't mean anything's broken.
9. The value of a parking space is not determined by the distance to the door, but the availability of shade.
10. If you are a slower moving vehicle on a two lane road pull onto the shoulder that is called "courtesy".
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The Adventures of Wayne & Tim
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:

Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:

You remember when we fixed them steaks on the coals?
Yeah, I still remember that grit of the ashes as I chewed!
I think I have the answer....let's try it again.
I hate to think of you ruining a perfectly good steak again.
I've been readin' up on it, and want to try 4 different
cuts of steak.
You've lost your cottin pickin mind!
No! Think about it...the problem was the ash, I read how to
eliminate the ash!
That wasn't in MAD magazine was it? Do you read any
other magazines?
Of course not! I seen it on you tube!
What? You used a computer?
Well......Kisor, my 6 year old grandson helped me.
OK....what's this big idea to get rid of the ash?
Lump Charcoal!!
Where do we get that?
At the hardware store.
You go get it and the steak, and I'll get a fire goin'.
Yeah,,,,,,I'm hungry just thinking about it!
Your always hungry!

Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:
Tim:
Later..............
Wayne:
Let's get the charcoal goin', I'll unwrap the steaks.
Tim:
I got some “famous daves” seasoning for them!
Wayne:
I'm sooooo excited!!!
Tim:
Settle down Wayne, you might hurt yourself!
Wayne:
look at the way that charcoal is glowing!
Tim:
By golly you might have something here.
Wayne:
Here goes....steak number one!
Tim:
What kind of steak do you have?
Wayne:
Flank Steak, Strip Steak, Hanger Steak, & Rib Eye.
What's the idea of the different steaks?
I'm so confident that this is going to work, that I want to know which one will be the
best next time!
Next time?? You must really be sure about this!
Kent Rawlins on, you tube, said ANYBODY could do it this way!
So.....since you are a NOBODY, you qualify for an ANYBODY?
Shut up and turn that steak!
Wow! The coals never stuck to the steak this time!
See........I told you!
OK....number one comin' off, number two goin' on!
Witch one did you like best?
Wayne ole buddy.....you did good....they were all delicious!
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FEBRUARY 11th SOFA MEETING
We will meet at The Rainsboro Methodist Church,
between Bainbridge and Hillsboro on St Rt 50. At the intersection
of Rt 50 and Rt 753, turn North. (There is only one intersection in
Rainsboro)(North is right, if coming from Chillicothe, and left if
coming from Hillsboro) ¼ mile, church on left (West).
We will eat at 6 PM. Meeting to follow at 7 PM.

Happy Valentines Day

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661
Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
* Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________
EMAIL_______________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________
New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You
Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640
Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)
Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

