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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence,
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties
Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .
To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in
the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.

SOFA Meeting Minutes

SOFA Meeting Minutes Feb 9, 2017
Following another swell, shared meal, Chair, Dana Harsh opened the meeting by
welcoming everyone and introducing Brian Cooper of Buchanan and his family and
Christopher and Steve Myers of Milford. These folks are interested in conservation
and our forests, and we were glad to have them in attendance!
Dana called for a Maple Syrup report, and we learned that both John Hillger and
Ramie Pierson had initially tapped mid-January (quite early), and that there had been
two sap runs so far. John had a sap/syrup spill mishap, and he didn’t say, but I would
bet there was some colorful cursing to accompany that event.
A Shed report revealed that folks are finding deer antlers, but that trail cams are
showing that many buck are still retaining theirs. Gary and Linda Blair are keeping
up the good fight against Feral Swine on their property, and a Bat report revealed
that ODOT will not cut trees from November to March so as not to disturb
hibernating bats.
Deseret Tree Farm owners Wayne and Benita Lashbrook recently experienced a
break in of the barn on their property.
East Fork State Park is being decimated by Emerald Ash Borers.
By way of the business meeting, under New Business we learned that Treasurer,
Jim Meacham will get the organization’s income tax in the third week of February;
he has renewed our three donated Woodland Journal subscriptions, and the treasury
is sound with enough in the scholarship fund to finance two campers to Forestry
camp this year. Dues for the year are due now, and please consider an additional
contribution to the scholarship fund.
Rick Wright reminded everyone to keep up the trail cam and nature photo’s for the
contest in November, and floated the idea of creating a 2018 SOFA calendar with the
twelve best shots.
Dana remarked that SOFA is comprised of 50 members who own 6,354 acres.
Impressive!
Cont'd next page
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When you are totally exhausted
you
are often say you are
"bushed." The term came from
the
Dutch settlers for the
wilderness, but modified by the
English to "bush."
Clearing away forests was
hard work
and they often
proclaimed after carving out
a trail that
they were bushed
(exhausted). Today the word means to
be exhausted from
anything and not just physical
outdoor labor.
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Mark Rickey, DNR, Vinton,
Hocking Ross
740-774-1596 ext 109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us
Perry Brannan, DNR, Jackson,
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us
Brad Wireman, DNR, Fayette,
Clinton, Highland, Pike
Adams, Scioto
740-493-2441
brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us
Cameron Bushong, DNR, Athens,
Morgan, Washington
740-596-1102
Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us
Stephen Rist, DNR, Service Forest
Coordinator. Madison, Pickaway
740-774-1596 ext 103
Stephen.Rist@dnr.state.oh.us
Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist
740-286-2177
dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu
Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio
740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

Life should NOT be a
journey to the grave
with the intention of
arriving safely in an
attractive and wellpreserved body, but
rather to skid in
sideways - Chardonnay
in one hand - chocolate
in the other - body
thoroughly used up,
totally worn out and
screaming "WOO-HOO,
what a ride!!"
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Minutes cont'd........
Old Business revealed that, much to her chagrin, Betsy Pierson still has not gotten all the
organizational documents ready for posting on the website. She will continue to work on that.
Dana is looking for members’ reports of possible Signal Trees on their properties - those shaped
like the number four or like goalposts from a single trunk. The 90 degree turns in such trees
would be a few feet up and would have served as markers or direction indicators for American
Indians.
Members are welcome to get pictures of their farms to John King electronically for posting
under the “Member Photos” tab on our SOFA webpage.
Betsy, upon learning the rest of the story, retracted her glowing recommendation of the horse
loggers she wrote for last year’s newsletter. Lesson learned: don’t evaluate a project until it is
completed - or left incomplete.
Dana introduced our presenter for the evening, member Jim Savage, Vinton/Ross tree farmer,
Dublin attorney, and - just recently completed - forest cabin owner. Jim talked about
Conservation Easements and Timber Sale Contracts. He presented the pros and cons of involving
your land in a conservation easement, things to consider when contemplating such a move, his
experience signing his farm up for a conservation easement, and thoughts behind his specific
contract. The process seemed to be one that would starkly clarify one’s values, fears, and
aspirations for the land, and is nothing to be entered into with our much forethought and
consideration. Jim would be happy to discuss this with any members interesting in pursuing
further.
Next, Jim discussed timber sales contracts in general and his in particular. As in any situation
involving money and potential liability, a contract protects both the buyer and seller and
preempts misunderstandings and contention down the road when everything is spelled out and
agreed to in advance. BMP’s (best management practices on the part of the logger) are a must.
Jim advised to always get your money up front before any work is done on your property, and
warned about the potentially devastating liability one faces when “cutting on shares.” During a
question and answer session that followed Jim’s presentation, Wayne Lashbrook noted that smalltime loggers are able to pay landowners up front by cutting one delineated stand of trees at a
time. Wayne Lashbrook asked Jim if he was satisfied when his timber harvest was completed,
and Jim responded that he was not quite prepared for the immediate aesthetic changes to his
woodland. Jim took some complex concepts and simplified them to their essential elements in a
way that event the simplest of us (that would be me!) could understand, and we all went away
with food for thought and aware that we have a great resource in Jim. In “trusty” Joe Gordy's
absence, Tim Shoemaker moved that the meeting be adjourned on Joe's behalf.
Respectfully submitted: Betsy Pierson

Forest Health Pest Alert ….........Beech Leaf Disease
July 2016
Symptoms of BLD have only been noted on leaves and buds. Striping or banding on
several leaves on an otherwise healthy-appearing tree is the first noticeable symptom.
The striping is formed by a darkening between leaf veins giving the leaf a distinctive
striped appearance. This striping is often most apparent when viewing from below,
looking upwards into the canopy. The darkened leaf area is raised and slightly thicker
than the rest of the leaf tissue. Eventually, lighter, chlorotic striping may also occur. This
striping is present upon leaf-out in the spring. Most leaves will remain on the tree until
autumn. Very little premature leaf drop occurs.
Why do psychics have to ask you for your name?
Why are there floatation devices under plane seats instead of parachutes?
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PJ's Favorite Dumplings
2 CUPS FLOUR,
1/2 TSP. SALT
1/2 CUP SHORTENING

SOFA members are great
Cooks!
Try this featured recipe by
PJ

2 EGGS
¼ CUP COLD WATER

CUT SHORTENING INTO FLOUR AND SALT. ADD 2 BEATEN EGGS AND 1/4 CUP COLD WATER. MIX INTO A BALL. ROLL OUT
THIN AND CUT IN 2-INCH SQUARES. DROP SQUARES INTO BOILING BROTH SLOWLY. DO NOT STIR. BOIL 20 MIN. OR UNTIL
DONE.
THESE DUMPLINGS HAVE A WONDERFUL FLAVOR AND ARE TENDER. BUTTER-FLAVORED CRISCO CAN BE USED FOR
SHORTENING. IT IS MY FAVORITE DUMPLING RECIPE.

THE ADVENTURES OF WAYNE & TIM
Tim:
Wayne:
John:
Wayne:
Tim:
John:
Wayne:
Tim:
Wayne:

“Hey Wayne, lets go down to John's and help with maple syrup!”
“OK, that sounds like fun”
“Alright boys, grab a bucket and collect that sap and bring it back here while I wait on you”
“Kinda bossy ain't he?”
“Yea, he kinda has to be the boss here.....we sure don't know what we're doing.”
“I started the fire, now you guys keep it going, I'm gonna get some doughnuts.”
“Did he say doughnuts?”
“Yea he did.....didn't you have breakfast?”
“Yea.....but I just love doughnuts!” “By the way I brought some brats, I think we can roast them in the
evaporator fire!”
John:
“Put that Brat down Wayne! It's time to get the pan off the fire, help me slide it off, Tim you on this
side, Wayne, get on the other side.”
Wayne: “Boy! That was interesting, another chapter in our adventures!”
Tim:
“Yea, but we probably won't be invited back after you stole John's doughnut!”
Wayne: “Oh.......guess I got carried away.........”

4 Husbands
The local news station was interviewing an 80-year-old lady
because she had just gotten married for the fourth time.
The interviewer asked her questions about her life, about what
it felt like to be marrying again at 80, and then about her new
husband's occupation.
"He's a funeral director," she answered.
"Interesting," the newsman thought. He then asked her if she
wouldn't mind telling him a little about her first three husbands and
what they did for a living. She paused for a few moments, needing
time to reflect on all those years. After a short time, a smile came
to her face and she answered proudly, explaining that she had first
married a banker when she was in her 20's, then a circus
ringmaster when in her 40's, and a preacher when in her 60's, and
now - in her 80's - a funeral director. The interviewer looked at her,
quite astonished, and asked why she had married four men with
such diverse careers.
She smiled and explained, "I married one for the money, two for
the show, three to get ready, and four to go."
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S.O.F.A.
THE TENAIVE SCHEDULE FOR 2017
March 9

Congratulations - You Now Own Forested Property!
What Next – Decisions and Contacts You Will Want to Make soon (we will send invitations
to those who have come into the ownership of acreage in our service area to this one)
April 13
Wildlife Enhancement and Best Management Practices. All Members encouraged to bring a
friend to this one
May 11
What Your Woods Will Look Like; a Visual Presentation of various Management Photos
June 17 (Saturday).....................Gina and Gary Hochenberer's Farm Tour
July 13
Water Features on Your Land
August 10
Program Planning
September 16 (Saturday)..................... Tree ID & Bring a Kid Day
October 12
Indian Signal Trees
November 9
Open Mic Night
December 14
Annual Meeting and Celebration.
Object 1

2017 A DAY in the WOODS- TENTATIVE Schedule
March 17th – BONUS – Sky Dance- American Woodcock; Evening program starting at 6:30 PM, Space limited,
No Registration Fee; Jackson County Ohio near Coalton
April 14th – BONUS – Wild Culinary and Propagation Adventures; 9 am-3:30 PM; Sponsored by United Plant
Savers, Hopewood Holistic Health, Rural Action and Ohio State University. A Registration Fee $20 will be
handled by UpS; Meigs County Ohio near Rutland
May 12th – Spring Night Creatures; 6:30 PM to 10 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. Registration
fee $10.
June 9th – Breeding Birds; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.
July 14th – Crawley Creatures in Your Woods (Insects/ Arachnids: good, bad & ugly) ; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton
Furnace State Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.
July 28th -BONUS – Summer Tree Identification. 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Hocking College School of Natural
Resources. Registration fee $10.
August 11th– Improving habitat to Attract Game Wildlife Species; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State
Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.
September 8th – Tips, Tools and Techniques to Improve Your Woods; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State
Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.
October 13t – White Oak- Importance, Ecology and Management; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State
Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.
October 27th -BONUS – From Trees to Lumber; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Hocking College School of Natural Resources.
Registration fee $10.
November 17th – Winter Tree & Shrub Identification; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental
Forest. Registration fee $10.
November 17th -Evening BONUS – Stargazing; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. 7 PM to 10 PM; No
Registration Fee.
For reservatins contact Dave Aspley @ apsley.1@osu.edu

www.ohiosofa.org

MARCH 2017

Page5

Local timber theft lesson: Forest management vital
RED THOMPSON, JR.
Staff Writer
Protecting the forest is important to Vinton County and other rural locales in the region for both economic and
environmental reasons.
Sound forest management is important and can have a direct effect on a variety of topics, including: tourism, outdoor
recreation, wildlife, woodland health, soil degradation and the economy. The need to balance all these issues was discussed
by Cody Hacker, a forester with the Vinton Soil and Water Conservation District office in a recent interview with The
Telegram.
These issues were in the public spotlight recently when the Vinton County Prosecuting Attorney's Office and the Ohio
Attorney General's Office worked together and convicted Vinton County resident Mark Betts on charges involving the illegal
harvest and resale of timber which he did not own or have authority to harvest or sell. Prosecutors were able to prove he
stole millions of timber from an elderly absentee Vinton County landowner who resided in Grove City near Columbus. The
court fined Betts over $2 million and he was sentenced to four years in prison.
Hacker assured a vast majority of timber harvester/buyers in the area operate honest businesses, but there are some bad
actors that can give the entire industry a bad name. Often these are the ones that receive publicity. Timber harvested in
Vinton County is not only sawn locally but the logs and wood are exported all over the world.
"The Appalachian Hardwood name is world-famous and a good marketing tool for us," said Hacker. He added if there is an
infraction, the local and state authorities have just proven with the Betts case they will punish people who steal timber.
Fallout, Lessons From Betts Case
Hacker stated the Betts case did bring media attention to the timber-theft issue, but it also demonstrated the importance of
the forest and how it has many benefits for the community.
"The Betts case did get a lot of media attention," Hacker stated "The coverage may have opened some eyes to an issue
that not many had given thought to before. In this case, the theft of the trees was similar to that of burglarizing a vacant
home. In both cases the individual enters the property without permission and removes products they have no right to."
Another important point, Hacker noted, is that landowners have options regarding the timber on their properties. In his role
as forester, Hacker wanted to share several ways people can protect their land -- ranging from high-tech to low-tech
options.
One of the high-tech options is using the popular Google Earth Program (www.google/earth). While Hacker says the
program is not foolproof, it does update quite often and the landowner can usually tell if trees are being removed from their
property. This case specifically took place over multiple years so the aerial imagery would have shown the forest canopy
being disturbed.
There also are a couple of low-tech options that can be quite effective, which would result in very little cost to the
landowner.
"One effective way to mark your property is by setting up borders by painting trees," Hacker stated. He says this visibly
defines who owns what and should certainly cut down on potential timber thefts. The landowner can put up signage on
his/her property as well. Yet another preventive measure is to count on the vigilance of neighbors.
"If an owner knows he or she is not going to be on his or her property often, they need to maintain a good relationship with
some of the neighbors to have them keep an eye on their land for them," Hacker said.
Hacker feels any of these aforementioned measures may have prevented Betts from stealing or at least reduced the
extent of the thefts.
Hacker also pointed out the forest management and practices are important to the community at large because of
economic factors. He noted that Vinton County's forests constitute a part of the growing tourism potential of the region. He
explained that when people harvest timber illegally, they tend to take the best logs and leave the forest in an unnatural state,
thus making it less appealing to tourists and less productive in the future."
"An event at the Moonville Tunnel recently drew hundreds of people to the area," said Hacker. The forest, he continued,
also attracts bird watchers, hikers, photographers\videographers and others wishing to experience nature in some way.
Mismanagement of our woodlands could have a detrimental effect on all of these activities and more. Hacker hopes these
tips make people aware of how important the forest are. For more information on this topic or other forest related questions
please visit www.ohiowood.osu.edu and look under the publications tab.

The sole purpose of a child's middle name is so he can tell when he's really in trouble.
Ah, being young is beautiful, but being old is comfortable.
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“Congratulations - You Now Own Forested
Property”
Dave Apsley, SOFA member, “Woodland Management, tips that pay”
Tom Spetnagel, Ross County Auditor, “which one suits your situation”
CAUV or Timber Tax

Thursday March 9
OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville Road, Piketon, OH.
Our “carry-in dinner” will be @ 6:15 pm
Brief meeting then the presentation beginning at 7:00 pm
(Building on right side of park lot as you enter)
As usual, bring a dish you wish to share, OR just come and help us eat
what is there.
(We realize that not everyone has time to fix something,
please don’t let that stop you from coming to a meeting!
Sometimes we even have leftovers! Just ask Tim.)

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Road
Piketon, Ohio 45661

Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org

* Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME_______________________________________________PHONE____________
ADDRESS_____________________________CITY__________________STATE______
EMAIL_________________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________________Acres Owned___________________

New Member______Renewal______Scholarship Fund Donation $_____________Thank You.
Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson, Oh 45640 Make check payable
to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA). Individual $15. Family $25. Partnership, Association, or
Corporation $25.

