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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence,
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties
Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .
To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in
the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.

MAY 12TH MEETING

SOFA OFFICERS

Eighteen members met on 12 May at John and Fern Beathard’s farm in Bainbridge. We shared
a delicious dinner of smoked salmon, crab and shrimp kabobs, KFC, homemade chicken and noodles,
salads, and plenty of desserts.
John and Fern have a barn close to their cabin that is perfect for our meetings – lots of space for
tables of food and plenty of shade! The resident kitties were entertaining and the scenery, including the
horses pastured nearby, made the dinner and discussion relaxing.
After dinner, we discussed member efforts to encourage participation in Camp Canopy. SOFA,
working with OFA, has provided funding to offer scholarships to campers in need of assistance. SOFA
members and OFA continue to reach out to FFA coordinators throughout the state. If you know of a
student who might be interested in attending Camp Canopy from June 12-17, 2022, they should reach
out to the FFA coordinator in their high school and check the OFA website (https://campcanopy.com/).
Over 90% of members have paid their dues for this year and have noted that they enjoy reading
the newsletter. We’d like to encourage more current members to attend meetings, so if you have
comments regarding attendance, please send me an email at redstreakerhollowfarms@gmail.com, or
Tim at tshoe140@horizonview.net to let us know what we can do to encourage attendance.
We also talked about how we all can encourage new members to join SOFA. One observation
concerned visibility – what steps can we take to make sure people know that there is a group to join?
We discussed updating the trifold brochure to make available to Service Foresters, area Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, and perhaps area real estate agents that provides the “who,” “what,” “when,”
“where,” and, “why” for new forestland owners. We can also provide copies of the brochure to OFA to
include in their available documents at local County Fairs and other events such as the Paul Bunyan
Festival. A suggestion was also made that perhaps SOFA could make tee shirts and ballcaps available
to members for a small fee (that would cover the cost of creating the shirts and hats). I, for one, will
happily wear some “SOFA Swag,” especially if it’s brightly colored! More details regarding the
brochure update and the availability of the hats and tees will be provided at next month’s meeting as
well as on the Facebook page and website. If you are interested in helping with outreach to new
members or have ideas on how else we can network, please reach out to any of the officers or come on
over to the next meeting.
And speaking of next month’s meeting, it will be held on Thursday 9 June, in the Lion’s
Clubhouse in Chillicothe. As always, we will break bread together beginning at 6pm. We Will have
our own retired forester, Wayne Lashbrook, who will be bringing a presentation on some very
important information about our forests.
Cont'd
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Cont'd
Sue has scheduled for us, the July meeting to be held on Saturday 9th of July at Pap’s Hilltop Honey and
Distillery, 117 East Main Street in Bainbridge. Pap’s is a family business owned by Chris and Marc Lewis that
produces honey, including barrel aged honey, and honey products such as soap and lotion. The website is
http://www.papshilltophoney.com/home.html. Pap’s also has a Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pap's%20Hilltop%20Honey%20and%20Distillery/104738901483107/. You
may have noticed the “…and Distillery” in that title. Pap’s also distills honey infused moonshine. Chris will be
talking to us about the bee business and also the distilling process, so come on down to Bainbridge. Additional
details will be discussed at the June meeting concerning our meal for the evening. Also watch for more info on
the Facebook page and in the July newsletter.
On another note, we wish to pass along our best wishes to Stewart, who was hospitalized at the time of
our last meeting.
Kelly

America’s White Oak: Resilience in the Face of Change
Melissa Moeller
November 16, 2021
As of today, there are enough white oak trees to nurture our wildlife, help clean our water
and meet demand for important American industries like furniture, flooring, cabinetry, and wine and spirits. But
unfortunately, according to a new report and action plan released today by the White Oak Initiative, white oak forests, and
consequently the many economic, social and environmental benefits they provide, are seriously at risk.
Shifts in land management and ecological changes are making room for competing species to flourish, preventing
white oaks from regenerating sustainably. And as a result, older white oak trees are not being replaced by younger white
oak trees at a pace that will support long-term sustainability. Without intervention, the American white oak population will
begin to decline significantly within the next 10 to 15 years, with more extreme declines over the next several decades.
The good news is that we can reverse the decline of our white oak forests if we invest in them today—essentially, if
we invest in a more resilient landscape.
Our report identifies and recommends 10 specific forest management practices designed to increase sustainability
and resilience across all oak forests. But much in the same way that the White Oak Initiative brings together such a diverse
group of partners who care about white oak for myriad reasons, we will need collaboration, support and commitment from
a variety of stakeholders including industry leaders, family forest owners, policymakers and more to make it happen.
The goal? Increasing resilience for white oak in 3 million forested acres across the United States by 2032 and at
least 100 million acres by 2072.
White oak trees don’t grow quickly. In fact, they take decades to reach maturity. That’s why we have to invest in
them, and the forests where they grow, today, before it’s too late.
Our action plan is ambitious, spanning multiple states, industries and decades. But it’s also necessary if we want to
maintain the economic, social and environmental benefits of our white oak forests for generations to come.

BUY-SELL-TRADE
Next month will start a new feature in the newsletter! If you have anything to sell or trade, or are
looking for an item, send the information to tshoe140@horizonview.net and it will be posted in the next
newsletter. We all are doing the same kind of things, so what you have, or need just might be what
someone else has an interest in.
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Restoring a Forest Landscape Rather than a Parcel
American Forest Foundation
June 20, 2018

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester Jackson,
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us
Brad Wireman, DNR Forester Fayette,
Clinton, Highland, Pike,
Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us
Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu
Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net
Dave Apsley,
Nat’l Resource Specialist
740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu
Jerermy Scherf, ODNR
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us
Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us
Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands
Biologist 937-347-0925
emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us

One thing you can't recycle is wasted time.

FACEBOOK
Check often, there is timely information, that cannot make it into the newsletter!
It is a private group, so you may want to register. After registering you will be able to post entries.
This will enable us to put out immediate information, such as cancellations, or other plan changes.
In order to register, open Facebook search for “S.O.F.A.” There you will be able to join the group.

What's the difference between a golfer and a skydiver?
A golfer goes *whack* "darn"
and a skydiver goes "darn" *whack.*
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A Note to all Members/ active and inactive
There are a lot of reasons that many members are not able to attend our monthly meetings. That being
said, we miss you, and hope you are well. We would like to hear from you, to know that you still have an interest in
our group, and what is going on in your world. There will be a place in the newsletter to publish your message
(only if you give permission) to let everyone know about you. The weather is changing in southern Ohio, so sit
down and drop a few lines to me. Email tshoe140@horizonview.net

Don't Quit
When things go wrong as they sometimes will, When the road you're trudging seems all up hill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high, And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit, Rest if you must, but don't you quit!
Life is strange with it's twists and turns, As every one of us sometimes learns,
And many a failure comes about, When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don't give up though the pase seems slow-----You may succeed with another blow!
Success is failure turned inside out-----The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,
And you never can tell just how close you are, It may be near when it seems so far;
So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit, It's when things seem worst that you must not quit!
For all the sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these “It might have been!”
John Greenleaf Whitter (1807-1892)
A devout cowboy lost his favorite Bible while he was mending fences out on the range. Three
weeks later, a sheep walked up to him carrying the Bible in its mouth. The cowboy couldn't believe his
eyes.
He took the precious book out of the sheep's mouth, raised his eyes heavenward and
exclaimed, "It's a miracle!"
"Not really," said the sheep. "Your name is written inside the cover."

Day in the Woods 2nd Friday Series
David Apsley Natural Resources Specialist
College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences Ohio State University Extension
17 Standpipe Road, Jackson, OH 45640 740-710-3009 Mobile
apsley.1@osu.edu e-mail , ou.osu.edu/seohiowoodss website
Here is the tentative 2022 agenda:
https://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/2022/02/21/a-day-in-the-woods-tentative-agenda-for-2022/
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Never criticize someone until you have walked a mile in their shoes.
That way, when you criticize them, you'll be a mile away, and you'll
have their shoes.
Never criticize someone until you have walked a mile in their shoes. That way, when you criticize them, you'll be a mile

Planning for a Small Group to see your Land
If you have time for a small event, or something that has minimal
planning, these steps will help you plan a fun and effortless walk in your
woods.
1. Who do you want to invite?
•Maybe it’s just your family, your children or grandchildren? Perhaps
friends that you have talked with about your woods for years.
2. What do you want to share?
•Do you want to show a recent accomplishment? For example, recently built bat boxes, a newly
thinned area or restored wetlands?
•Do you have a unique feature on your property? For example, a historical site, graveyard, or a
favorite rock outcropping?
•Your favorite trail?
3. Where do you want to go in your woods?
•Is the area you want to share accessible?
•How will you get there?
•Are bathroom facilities accessible if necessary?
4. Plan for a safe walk.
By sharing your Tree Farm with others you can help spread the word about the importance of
family forests to wildlife, clean water, recreation and wood products. We want to encourage you
and your guests to enjoy the day safely. Some items to check include:
•Make

sure there are no low hanging tree limbs blocking the path of your walk.
your woods ahead of time: Make sure that the trail is in good shape and there is safe and
sound footing for your guests. Think about what you can highlight on the walk.
•Offer an alternative path if the walk goes near a water’s edge.
•Ensure young children are supervised at all times.
•Make sure restricted areas are clearly marked.
•Review your property’s insurance policy and/or seek professional legal advice for specifics to
your property.
5. Teach the children — and have fun too!
Project Learning Tree®, the environmental education program of the American Forest
Foundation, has lots of fun activities to do with children — and adults! Check out
www.forestfoundation.org/familyactivities for a list of activities that are perfect for a walk in the
woods with family.
6. Have fun and enjoy your walk in the woods.
Relax and enjoy the day, after all — you’ve worked hard in these woods, it’s time to show
them off!
•Walk

Why was the baby strawberry crying?
Because their parents were in a jam.
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JUNE 9th
Meet at The Lion's Club House

We will have our usual carry-in dinner at 6 PM
Meeting at 7 PM
Presentation by our own Forester Wayne Lashbrook!
From US RT 35 at Chillicothe, Take the High Street Exit, Turn
South, Under the overpass, Turn right at the Subway Restaurant, on
Orange Street, Go one block, Turn Right on Piatt Ave, go ½ Block
to alley, sign for Lion's on the right.

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661
Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
* Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

