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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence,
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties
Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .
To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in
the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.

AUGUST PLANNING MEETING
Eleven members came to the Officer’s Meeting at Fred’s Pizza on 5 August 2021. We all had
hearty lunches of pizzas, sandwiches, and pasta. Fred himself even dropped by to say hello! Jim
Meacham shared copies of the Ohio History Connection’s Traveler’s Guide with everyone and we
chatted about where we’ve been and what locations are still on our collective “bucket lists.”
After lunch, we discussed where to hold upcoming meetings. The OSU facility is scheduled to
open for meetings in the near future, however, with the current surge in COVID19 cases, attendees
suggested that we have other options in case OSU decides to close the facility again.
Next month, our meeting will be held on 9 September at the beautiful Ohio’s Millennium Grove
Tree Park on Bridge Street in Chillicothe. Directions to Ohio's Millennium Grove can be found
on Google Maps. It is located along the Scioto River, behind Coughlin Chevrolet Buick GMC. The
GPS coordinates are 39.348800, -82.979964. If you can't find Ohio's Millennium Grove (try searching
"Millennium Grove Chillicothe") you can also navigate to 129 N. Plaza Blvd, Chillicothe, OH 45601
and then turn South (the only direction you can turn at that point). This lane runs between two parking
lots to a small parking area at the end of the road. To find the grove from the parking lot, walk toward
the two rows of trees with a two-track road visible between them. This path leads to Ohio's Millennium
Grove. Details about the site can be found at http://millenniumgrove.org/.
We also discussed topics and speakers for upcoming meetings. Our October meeting, date and
time TBA, will be held at Wayne and Benita Lashbrook’s farm. Additional details will be included in
next month’s newsletter and on the Facebook group page.
In addition, I will be reaching out to numerous people to discuss dates and times for their
presentations on topics such as hiking the Buckeye Trail, Asiatic longhorn beetles, salamanders and
rattlesnakes, and black bears or bobcats. If you would like to be a speaker, or have suggestions of
people who would like to come speak about a topic of interest, please send me your or their contact
information at redstreakerhollowfarms@gmail.com.
Kelly

SOFA OFFICERS

I walked into a Starbucks with a buy-one-get-one-free coupon for a Grande Latte.
I handed it to the girl and she looked over at a little chalkboard that said 'buy one-get one free.'
"They're already buy-one- get-one-free," she said,
"so I guess they're both free."
She handed me my free lattes, and I walked out the door.
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How a forester visit can help your land
Despite what some may tell you, forestry is a blend of art and science. A forester's work is to
understand the natural ecosystem and then figure out how to achieve a landowner's goals on that
land. From accessing timber resources sustainably to protecting wildlife, building recreation amenities,
and even improving aesthetics, a forester can give advice to achieve a good balance of all these
objectives.
Foresters are trained to understand how different parts of your woods (the trees, wildlife, soils,
water, etc) interact and how they can be nurtured in a way that meets your needs. Foresters are also
familiar with local laws, know what markets exist for different forest products and services, and can
help manage the legal and financial aspects of woodland-associated activities. With their technical
expertise, you can accomplish more on your land than you might be able to alone, and you'll be less
likely to make expensive mistakes.
There are at least four key times when you should think about hiring a forester:
 During an initial assessment and valuation before you acquire the land
 When you plant trees
 When you thin or harvest trees
 When you want to improve wildlife or water quality on your land

NOTES FROM CAMP CANOPY CAMPERS WE SPONSERED
Shainna Greenich: She says she made many new friends, and enjoyed the fun and games. Her favorite class was
on tree measurement.
Jack Haskenson: He says he also made a lot of new friends, Stream monitoring was his favorite. He also
mentioned learning how to identify trees, and wildlife management.
Braden Martin: He says he thinks the experience will help him in his future! He also liked the stream monitoring
class, but over all enjoyed every class.
Alyssa Kiefer: She liked all the classes, She felt it was a great learning experience, and enjoyed making friends
with others that had similar interests.

All the notes ended with a sincere Thank-You!

2021 program agenda for A DAY in the WOODS
Finally spring is here, and we are excited to announce the 2021 program agenda for A DAY in the WOODS.
Note: Due to COVID-19, these programs will be offered virtually each month until we get authorization to conduct them on
site and in person. At that time, we hope to offer most of the programs in a hybrid format with both live and in-person
options. Our 2021 agenda can be found at this link: https://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/2021/03/12/tentative-a-day-in-the-

woods-schedule-for-the-remainder-of-2021-now-available/
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers
Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester Vinton,
Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596 ext 109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us
Perry Brannan, DNR Forester Jackson,
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us
Brad Wireman, DNR Forester Fayette,
Clinton, Highland, Pike,
Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us
Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu
Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net
Dave Apsley,
Nat’l Resource Specialist
740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu
Jerermy Scherf, ODNR
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us
Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us
Katie Gerber DNR Forester
Fayette
740-774-1596
Katherine.Gerber@state.oh.us
Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands
Biologist 937-347-0925
emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us
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WALNUT SYRUP WEBINAR - September 10th 2021
Why Tap Walnut Trees? Walnut Sap Flow and Syrup Production
Many landowners grow walnut for timber production and/or nut production. Now
perhaps there is a third reason – syrup production. Join Mike Rechlin of Future
Generations University in this webinar as he introduces you to the research they
are doing on using walnut as another syrup producing tree species.
Registration for this WEBINAR is open here go.osu.edu/walnutsyrup

Developing a Forest Land Hunting Lease
Demands for land to lease for hunting is growing rapidly in the
United States. The leasing of private forest lands for hunting, in the very
least, can supplement a timber owner's income. It can often be a forest
owner's primary source of revenue.
Dedicated hunters will travel long distances and are willing to pay a
lot of money for a contract to hunt game animals wherever they are
plentiful. If you have a property that supports plentiful game species you
need to consider a hunting lease for your property for both lease hunting
and fee hunting.
You should always develop a lease if you allow hunting for pay on
your property. A lease and liability insurance are the two tools that will
protect a landowner when entertaining paying guests. A lease can be
written for periods of several days to decades.

Rent is an important consideration and should always be
included in a forest owner's hunting lease. You should spell out the
exact price you are asking for the privilege to hunt your land.
You should always reserve the right to cancel the lease if the
hunter tenant or his club has not complied strictly with all the hunting
lease provisions. The hunting lease should be terminated by a certified
letter written to a specifically assigned hunter/lessee.

FACEBOOK
Check often, there is timely information, that cannot make it into the newsletter!
It is a private group, so you may want to register. After registering you will be able to post entries.
This will enable us to put out immediate information, such as cancellations, or other plan changes.
In order to register, open Facebook search for “S.O.F.A.” There you will be able to join the group.
Content will be visible to anyone who wants to look at the sight, but posting will be by members
only.
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10 Things You Should Know About Trees
Trees are literally everywhere. A tree is the most obvious and remarkable plant you will see
when you venture outside. People are infinitely curious about trees in a forest or a tree in their yard
1.) Very little of a tree's volume is actually "living" tissue. Just one percent of a tree is
actually alive but you can be assured it is working overtime! The living portion of a growing tree is a
thin film of cells just under the bark (called the cambium) plus the leaves and roots. The cambial
meristem can be only one to several cells thick and is responsible for Nature's greatest work — the
tree.
2.) Trees come in various shapes and sizes but all have the same basic structure. They have a
central column called the trunk. The bark-covered trunk supports a framework of branches and
twigs called the crown. Branches, in turn, bear an outside covering of leaves — and don't forget the
roots.

3.) Wood is a combination of living, dying and dead cells that function much like a lamp
wick, moving liquids up a tree from water-seeking roots. The roots are bathed in a nutrientrich liquid which transports basic nutrients to the canopy where all is consumed or
transpired.
4.) There are very few places in North America where a tree just can't grow. All but the
most adverse sites will not support native and/or introduced trees.
5.) There are two major groups of trees in North America — the conifer tree and the
hardwood or broad-leaved tree.
6.) Find a tree in the forest, collect a leaf or needle and answer a few questions. At the
end of the question interview you should be able to identify a tree's name at least to the genus
level.
7.) Trees are important, valuable and necessary to our very existence. Without trees, we
humans would not exist on this beautiful planet.
8.) Most trees use seeds to establish their next generation in the natural world. Seeds
are tree embryos that burst into growth when conditions are exact and transfer tree genetic
material from one generation to the next.
9.) Autumn turns on a very miraculous switch that colors most trees in broad-leaf
forests. Some conifers also like to display color in fall. The fall tree senses conditions that tell
it to close shop for the winter and begins to prepare for cold and harsh weather.
10.) A tree prepares for winter in early fall and protects itself from winter. Leaves fall
and the leaf scar closes to protect precious water and nutrients that have been collected
during spring and summer. The entire tree undergoes a process of "hybernation" that slows
growth and transpiration which will protect it until spring

Jim Meacham was interviewed recently about the Leo Petroglyphs historical sight and gave the Governor a guided tour of
The Buckeye Furnace.............. Check it out at :
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/toledo/news/2021/07/15/exploring-ohio--leo-petroglyphs-and-nature-preserve
and
https://youtu.be/2GKXjQ5K8l4
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What Is an Edge Habitat?

By Bob Strauss

Across the globe, human development has fragmented once-continuous landscapes and ecosystems into isolated patches of
natural habitat. Roads, towns, fences, canals, reservoirs, and farms are all examples of human artifacts that alter the pattern of the
landscape.
At the edges of developed areas, where natural habitats meet encroaching human habitats, animals are forced to adapt quickly to
their new circumstances--and a closer look at the fate of these so-called "edge species" can give us sobering insights into the quality of the
wild lands that remain. The health of any natural ecosystem depends significantly on two factors: the overall size of the habitat, and what is
happening along its edges.
For example, when human development cuts into an old-growth forest, the newly exposed edges are subjected to a series of
microclimatic changes, including increases in sunlight, temperature, relative humidity, and exposure to wind.
Plants are the first living organisms to respond to these changes, usually with increased leaf-fall, elevated tree mortality, and an
influx of secondary-successional species. In turn, the combined changes in plant life and microclimate create new habitats for animals.
More-reclusive bird species move to the interior of the remaining woodland, while birds better adapted to edge environments
develop strongholds on the periphery.
Populations of larger mammals like deer or big cats, which require large areas of undisturbed forest to support their numbers,
often decrease in size. If their established territories have been destroyed, these mammals must adjust their social structure to
accommodate the closer quarters of the remaining forest.
Researchers have found that fragmented forests resemble nothing so much as islands. The human development that surrounds a
forest island acts as a barrier to animal migration, dispersal, and interbreeding
In these island-like communities, species diversity is governed largely by the size of the remaining intact forest. In a way, this is
not all bad news; the imposition of artificial constraints can be a major driver of evolution and the flourishing of better-adapted species.
The changes in animal distribution and population that result from fragmentation and the creation of edge habitats illustrate how
dynamic a cut-off ecosystem can be. It would be ideal if—when the bulldozers have disappeared—the environmental damages subsided;
unfortunately, this is rarely the case. The animals and wildlife left behind must begin a complex process of adaptation and a long search for
a new natural balance.

Serious discussion
going on at the Annual
Planning Meeting
I hired a plumber to help me restore an old farmhouse, and after he had just finished a rough first day
on the job: a flat tire made him lose an hour of work, his electric drill quit and his ancient one ton truck refused to
start.
While I drove him home, he sat in stony silence. On arriving, he invited me in to meet his family. As we
walked toward the front door, he paused briefly at a small tree, touching the tips of the branches with both hands.
When opening the door he underwent an amazing transformation.. His face was wreathed in smiles and he
hugged his two small children and gave his wife a kiss.
Afterward he walked me to the car. We passed the tree and my curiosity got the better of me. I asked him
about what I had seen him do earlier.
'Oh, that's my trouble tree,' he replied 'I know I can't help having troubles on the job, but one thing's for
sure, those troubles don't belong in the house with my wife and the children.. So I just hang them up on the tree
every night when I come home and ask God to take care of them. Then in the morning I pick them up again.'
'Funny thing is,' he smiled,' when I come out in the morning to pick 'em up, there aren't nearly as many as I
remember hanging up the night before.
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SEPTEMBER 9th
Chillicothe Millennium Grove
North Bridge street. Turn at Roosters Resturant, go past car
dealership.
We will observe our “carry-in” policy for a meal at the
shelter house. You may want to bring a chair.
The Grove is made up of many interesting trees, with
plaques that identify them. After a brief overview of the
Millennium Tree Grove purpose and inception there will be a self
guided walking tour.

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661
Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
* Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________
EMAIL_______________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________
New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You
Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640
Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)
Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

