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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence,
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties
Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .
To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in
the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.

Hello all!
We enjoyed our sack lunches together at Grace Fellowship church in Peebles.
It was good to see so many of you at our September meeting. I know all this COVID19 stuff has put a wrench in many plans. There were 16 people in attendance, down a
bit from previous meetings but hopefully we will see more of our members as time
goes on.
Rick called the meeting to order at 1 PM. We are still accepting new speakers
for programs next year. Volunteers for farm tours and possible workdays to assist
members with forest land projects on their property are welcome as well.
Discussion ensued regarding possible methods to create new membership.
Ideas were tossed around regarding next years schedule. A tour at the
millennium Grove and a presentation of the history of SOFA are on the agenda.
The October meeting will be our open mic night, any members who would like to
present their use of wood Products are encouraged to participate.
Our meeting phase was adjourned by Tim, and we proceeded to Danson‘s pellet
mill.
Our tour began at the log yard where huge stacks of apple, cherry, maple,
oak, hickory, and Mesquite are all kept separate prior to chipping. Most of the
logs were from local sources. The exception is the Mesquite which is hauled in from
Texas. Each species is chipped and transported to the mill and stored outdoors in
separate piles.
The chips are moved into the mill where moisture content is checked and
adjustments are made. Some mixtures of species are made here as well. Then they
move onto the pellet machines. Machines also do the bagging process. Every aspect
of the process of making pallets can be overseen and controlled by computer in the
control room.
These pellets are used mainly for smoking meats and are available to all at
stores such as Walmart and Tractor Supply Company. Danson originally made pellets
for burning in pellet stove’s for heat. As this demand for heating pellets waned,
the switch to use for meat smoking became essential.
Our tour guides were very gracious and informative. There were many questions
and answers throughout the tour. The huge machinery was quite impressive. Danson
currently has 18 employees and are hiring more!
Rick presented the guides with pints of maple syrup from the Hilger farm in
thanks.
I hope to see everyone at the Rainsboro Methodist church next month. We are
back to our regular time, 6 PM on October 8. We voted and agreed to resume our
potluck supper anyone who wishes to participate. Anyone who does not feel
comfortable, is welcome to bring a separate meal and wear a mask as desired. There
is plenty of room at the church to keep social distancing.
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Next meeting at 6 PM Oct 8th at Rainsboro Methodist Church
Turn North at the intersection in Rainsboro, Church is on the left ¼ mile.
Open Mic format with presentations from members about wood use!

The Catalpa Tree and Its Caterpillars
•

There are two species of catalpa trees in North America, and they are both natives. They
can be recognized by their large, heart-shaped, sharp-pointed leaves, showy white or yellow
flowers, and long fruits that resemble a slender bean pod. Also sometimes spelled "catawba,"
the catalpa tree is the sole source of food for the sphinx moth larva, which turns into a
distinctive caterpillar with yellow and black markings. Consider planting this beautiful and
popular tree in your landscape. Catalpa speciosa, also called the northern catalpa or cigar tree,
features a loose oval leaf shape and can grow up to 50 feet tall in most urban locations—
occasionally up to 90 feet under optimum conditions. This large-leaved tree spreads 50 feet and
tolerates hot, dry weather, but leaves may scorch and some drop from the tree in very dry
summers. The leaves of speciosa grow opposite, or in whorls, to each other, meaning there are a
pair of leaves on each node, and growth is opposite to each other, rather than alternate.
Catalpa bignonioides, or southern Catalpa because they are native to the southern U.S., is
somewhat smaller, reaching only about 30 to 40 feet tall. Its leaves are also arranged opposite
to each other. A sunny exposure and a well-drained, moist, rich soil is preferred for optimal
growth, but the tree will tolerate a range of soils, from acid to calcareous.
The catalpa is sometimes called the Indian bean tree for its production of a distinctive
fruit that resembles long, thin bean pods that can grow up to two feet long. The old pod shells
are persistent on limbs, but will eventually drop. Still, the pod is attractive and adds visual
interest to an ornamental specimen.
Catalpa is a tough, adaptable tree that has a moderately long life—60 years or so—but
trunks on very large trees often contain rot. It is also used as a land reclamation tree because it
will grow successfully in those places where air pollution, poor drainage, compacted soil, and/or
drought can become a problem for other species. It produces lots of shade and is a fast grower.
While the average homeowner might want to protect their catalpas from damage, in some
areas of the country they are planted to deliberately attract the larvae. Prized as fish bait
because their tough texture makes for easy hooking, the worms also ooze a bright fluorescent
green fluid that smells sweet to the surrounding fish.
Once harvested, the catalpa worms can be preserved alive by placing them in cornmeal
packed in an airtight container and then frozen. When the container is opened and the worms
are removed from the meal, they thaw and become active.
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers
Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester Vinton,
Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596 ext 109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us
Perry Brannan, DNR Forester Jackson,
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us
Brad Wireman, DNR Forester Fayette,
Clinton, Highland, Pike,
Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us
Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu
Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net
Dave Apsley,
Nat’l Resource Specialist
740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu
Jerermy Scherf, ODNR
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us
Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us
Katie Gerber DNR Forester
Fayette
614-656-1406
Katherine.Gerber@state.oh.us
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2020 “Day in the Woods” Schedule
2nd Friday series
DATE---LOCATION
Subject
October 9th – Hocking College
Tools and equipment for managing your woodlands and
wildlife habitat
November 13 – Vinton Furnace State Forest
Building and maintaining woodland trails and roads
December 11 – Vinton Furnace State Forest
Winter tree identification
If any of these topics are of interest to you, the presentations are top notch!
Some of them have a minimal fee (usually includes lunch).
https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/u.osu.edu/dist/1/2876/files/2020/04/2020Brochure-Final-4-7.pdf
Contact:
David Apsley
Natural Resources Specialist
College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences Ohio State
University Extension
17 Standpipe Road, Jackson, OH 45640
740-710-3009 Mobile
apsley.1@osu.edu

Check with Dave for updates, as many of the programs have been changed
to virtual format due to restrictions with social gatherings,

Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands
Biologist 937-347-0925
emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us

ABOUT NUDITY: I was driving with my three young children one warm summer evening when a woman in the
convertible ahead of us stood up and waved. She was stark naked! As I was reeling from the shock, I heard my 5-year-old
shout from the back seat, 'Mom, that lady isn't wearing a seat belt!'
MORE ABOUT NUDITY: A little boy got lost at the YMCA and found himself in the women's locker room. When he was
spotted, the room burst into shrieks, with ladies grabbing towels and running for cover. The little boy watched in amazement
and then asked, 'What's the matter, haven't you ever seen a little boy before?'

DRESS-UP: A little girl was watching her parents dress for a party. When she saw her dad donning his tuxedo,
she warned, 'Daddy, you shouldn't wear that suit.'
'And why not, darling?'
'You know that it always gives you a headache the next morning.'
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The Adventures of Betsy & Ramie

Rick and I presented a couple parting gifts from SOFA and Kate, to Betsy and Ramie a
few days before their departure to the Emerald Isle. The “container” (in the background of
the picture) was packed to it's absolute max! Ramie weighed and logged every single piece
in there! The container and it's contents weighed in at 10 tons!
After much exhausting paper work, research, and becoming a temporary employee of
the veterinarian, Betsy finally had everything in order for the dogs and one cat to be able
to make the trip across the pond to be with them there.
The new tenants of their cabin turned in to good friends, and they leave knowing that
the beautiful home that they had built with blood, sweat, and tears would be well cared for.
Ramie is taking several of his tools along, to help on the kid's farm, and I'm sure he
will find many projects, when the “locals” find out the type of skills he has!
They had to leave a day early to get to Chicago to put the animals on a plane. They
would leave the next morning, and somehow get to Ireland about the same time as the
animals, although the animals had a layover in a pet motel in Germany, then caught their
final flight.
The container was not scheduled to be hauled to the ship until several days after
their departure, so that task was left to Rick. That included coordinating a crane to load it,
and truck to haul it. Rick said the “semi” that showed up was bigger than he was
expecting, and the driver wasn't all that good at backing! Then there was some paperwork
that no one knew about. Betsy had to do some fancy footwork to get them the proper
documentation to enable all their belonging to be shipped!
As you can see, Betsy and Ramie have embarked on quite a journey. I think I speak
for all of us when I say we are going to miss them greatly, so I intend to keep you informed,
as their adventures unfold!
To be continued................

www.ohiosofa.org

OCTOBER 2020

Page5

The 5 Kinds of Bugs That Can Jump
By Debbie Hadley February 24, 2019

Grasshoppers
Grasshoppers, locusts, and other members of the order Orthoptera are among the most skilled

jumping bugs on the planet. Although all three pairs of their legs consist of the same parts, the
hind legs are noticeably modified for jumping. A grasshopper's hind femurs are built like a
bodybuilder's thighs.
Those beefy leg muscles enable the grasshopper to push off the ground with a lot of force.
To jump, a grasshopper or locust bends its hind legs, and then rapidly extends them until it's
nearly on its toes. This generates significant thrust, launching the insect into the air.
Grasshoppers can travel many times their body length just by jumping.

Fleas
Fleas can leap distances up to 100 times their body length, but don't have beefy leg muscles

like grasshoppers. Scientists used high-speed cameras to analyze the flea's jumping action, and an
electron microscope to examine its anatomy at high magnification. They discovered that fleas may
seem primitive, but they use sophisticated biomechanics to accomplish their athletic feats.

Springtails
Springtails are sometimes mistaken for fleas and even go by the nickname snowfleas in winter

habitats. They rarely measure longer than 1/8 of an inch, and would likely go unnoticed were it not
for their habit of flinging themselves in the air when threatened. Springtails are named for their
unusual method of jumping.

Jumping Spiders
Jumping spiders are well known for their jumping prowess, as one might guess from their
name. These tiny spiders hurl themselves in the air, sometimes from relatively high surfaces.
Before jumping, they fasten a silk safety line to the substrate, so they can climb out of danger if
need be.

Click Beetles
Click beetles are also able to go airborne, flinging themselves high in the air. But unlike
most of our other champion jumpers, click beetles don't use their legs to leap. They're named for
the audible clicking sound they make at the moment of lift-off.
When a click beetle gets stranded on its back, it can't use its legs to turn back over. It can,
however, jump. How can a beetle jump without using its legs? A click beetle's body is neatly
divided into two halves, joined by a longitudinal muscle stretched over a hinge. A peg locks the
hinge in place, and the extended muscle stores energy until needed. If the click beetle needs to
right itself in a hurry, it arches its back, releases the peg, and POP! With a loud click, the beetle is
launched into the air. With a few acrobatic twists in midair, the click beetle lands, hopefully on its
feet.
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OCTOBER 8TH SOFA MEETING

We will be having our open mic
forum. Anyone wanting to show
or tell about any woodworking
or tree farm projects are
encouraged to take part!

We will meet at The Rainsboro Methodist Church,
between Bainbridge and Hillsboro on St Rt 50. At the intersection
of Rt 50 and Rt 753, turn North. (There is only one intersection in
Rainsboro)(North is right, if coming from Chillicothe, and left if
coming from Hillsboro....just sayin') ¼ mile, church on left (West).
Our usual format will be observed: Pot Luck at 6 PM.
Meeting to follow at 7 PM. As indicated Pot Luck will be at
individual discretion. Social distancing will be observed, and
anyone wishing to wear a mask, or bring their own personal food,
will be encouraged to do so.

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661
Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
* Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________
EMAIL_______________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________
New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You
Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640
Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)
Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

