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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence,
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties
Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .
To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in
the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.

SEPTEMBER OUTING

SOFA OFFICERS

It was a rare occasion that we only had one member
named JOHN with 10 folks attending our monthly meeting! As
usual the food was great and we enjoyed one another's visits
while observing the appropriate distancing and respecting each
ones feelings towards the restrictions.
The door prize of 2 tickets to the Paul Bunion Show was
won by Rick Wright.
We discussed our future meetings. We will meet outdoors
in October, and possibly in November, then resume meetings at
the Methodist Church in Rainsboro, unless we are permitted back
into the OSU South Center in Piketon.
Rick attended a “work day” with the Arc of Appalachia. It was voluntary for those who have
permission to hunt on their lands. They gave updated rules on the documenting of what, when, &
where all observations while, use of their property, was to be reported.
There was some discussion about the Paint Creek Area proposal to make it a scenic waterway.
We were informed that the Farm Bureau has openly came out against the state making this a reality.
Oh yeah.....As we were meeting in the shelter house at the Millennium Grove, we were treated
to watching several youth involved in a martial arts demonstration. You never know what experience
you will have at a SOFA meeting!
It was decided that Tim will be the representative to the Pike County Fish and Game Club for
this year. He will contact them about having our annual meeting and Christmas party at the Club in
December. More discussion and details to follow.
Our next outing will be at Wayne & Benita Lashbrook Tree Farm in Jackson County. We will
have our usual carry in (at your discretion). Directions page 6. Bring a lawn chair and a jacket!
Rick “the tree monkey”, brought a friend with him. He
didn't eat much, and everyone thought he was cute. After some
deliberation, it was decided that he would be the official SOFA
mascot! Trouble is he doesn't have a name! It was decided that
we will have a contest to name the “monkey”. Send your
suggested names to Kelly at
Redstreakerhollowfarms@gmail.com , or bring to the next outing
for a vote to see what our new mascot's name will be!
Meeting was adjourned by Steve, 2nd by Stewart.
Minutes by Tim for Kelly

Rick Wright Chair
740-626-2382
wdssteward@gmail.com
Jim Meacham, Treasurer
740-988-2073
jmeach42@gmail.com

John Usas Co-Chair
937-776-6235

Kelly Flaskerud , Secretary
410-703-1512
Redstreakerhollowfarms@gmail.com
Tim Shoemaker, Editor
740-851-9127
tshoe140@horizonview.net
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ARMY WORMS
Check for brown patches in your yard, this is the idication you may have Army Worms.
1 Tbls dishsoap to 1 gallon of water, Pour 1 gallon over 1 sq yard of area
If present, Army worms will come to the surface in a few minutes
Use proper lawn care and cut overhanging branches to discourage them
Use water as needed and maintain 3-4 inches grass height
Use personal protective equipment for use of fertilizers, Sevin, malathion, or Bayer insect control

Ordering a Pizza in 2022..
CALLER: Is this Pizza Hut?
CALLER: I must have dialed a wrong number, sorry.
CALLER: OK. I would like to order a pizza.
CALLER: My usual? You know me?

CALLER: Super! That’s what I’ll have.

CALLER: What? I don’t want a vegetarian pizza!
CALLER: How do you know that?

CALLER: Okay, but I do not want your rotten
vegetarian pizza! I already take medication for my
cholesterol.
CALLER: I bought more from another Pharmacy.
CALLER: I paid in cash.
CALLER: I have other sources of cash.

CALLER: WHAT THE HECK?
CALLER: Enough already! I'm sick of Google,
Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and all the others.
I'm going to an island without the internet, TV,
where there is no phone service and no one to watch
me or spy on me.

Welcome to the future...

GOOGLE: No sir, it's Google Pizza.
GOOGLE: No sir, Google bought Pizza Hut last month.
GOOGLE: Do you want your usual, sir?
GOOGLE: According to our caller ID data sheet, the
last 12 times you called you ordered an extra-large
pizza with three cheeses, sausage, pepperoni,
mushrooms and meatballs on a thick crust.
GOOGLE: May I suggest that this time you order a
pizza with ricotta, arugula, sun-dried tomatoes and
olives on a whole wheat gluten-free thin crust?
GOOGLE: Your cholesterol is not good, sir.
GOOGLE: Well, we cross-referenced your home phone
number with your medical records. We have the result
of your blood tests for the last 7 years.
GOOGLE: Excuse me sir, but you have not taken your
medication regularly. According to our database, you
purchased only a box of 30 cholesterol tablets
once at Lloyds Pharmacy, 4 months ago.
GOOGLE: That doesn’t show on your credit card
statement.
GOOGLE: But you did not withdraw enough cash
according to your bank statement.
GOOGLE: That doesn’t show on your latest tax
returns, unless you bought them using an undeclared
income source, which is against the law!
GOOGLE: I'm sorry sir, we use such information only
with the sole intention of helping you.
GOOGLE: I understand sir, but you need to renew your
Passport first. It expired 6 weeks ago...
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers
Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester Vinton,
Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596 ext 109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us
Perry Brannan, DNR Forester Jackson,
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us
Brad Wireman, DNR Forester Fayette,
Clinton, Highland, Pike,
Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us
Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu
Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net
Dave Apsley,
Nat’l Resource Specialist
740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu
Jerermy Scherf, ODNR
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us
Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us
Katie Gerber DNR Forester
Fayette
740-774-1596
Katherine.Gerber@state.oh.us
Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands
Biologist 937-347-0925
emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us
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REMEMBER!!
BURN BAN — The statewide fall burn ban is in effect from October 1 - November 30.
OPEN BURNING IS NOT PERMITTED BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 6AM - 6PM.
This is largely due to dry, breezy and low relative humidity conditions, as well as
vegetation dying off. If a fire gets out of control, don't wait to call 911—fires can spread
quickly!
...
For more info:http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/burninglaws

2021 Paul Bunyan Show
October 1-3, 2021
8 am - 5 pm Friday and Saturday • 9 am - 3 pm Sunday
Guernsey County Fairgrounds
335 Old National Road
Lore City (Cambridge), OH 43755
ACTIVITIES
•Ohio State Lumberjack ChampionshipsSM
•International Lumberjack CompetitionSM
•Log Loader Competition
•Heavy Equipment Demonstrations
•Arborist Skills Clinics and Demonstrations
•Chainsaw Carvers
•Chainsaw Clinics and Demonstrations
•Grinders and Chippers Demonstrations
•Sawmill Demonstrations
•Wood Stoves
•Secondary Wood Products
•Lumberjack and Log Burling Entertainment
•Forest Industry Education and Seminars
•Camping by Reservation or Walk In (water and electric) Dump station location on-site.
•All of the Latest and Greatest Forest Industry Equipment, Supplies and Services.
•Wood Crafts
•Wood Auction - All wood processed during the show will be auctioned off on Sunday
afternoon. Firewood, milled wood, wood chips, mulch and more.
•Awesome Food
•Bobtail & Boom Truck Cruise In

FACEBOOK
Check often, there is timely information, that cannot make it into the newsletter!
It is a private group, so you may want to register. After registering you will be able to post entries.
This will enable us to put out immediate information, such as cancellations, or other plan changes.
In order to register, open Facebook search for “S.O.F.A.” There you will be able to join the group.
Content will be visible to anyone who wants to look at the sight, but posting will be by members
only.
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OLD (or OLDER)
You know. . . time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years.
It seems just yesterday that I was young, just married and embarking on my new life with my mate. Yet in a way, it
seems like eons ago, and I wonder where all the years went. I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it
was back then and of all my hopes and dreams. But, here it is... the winter of my life and it catches me by
surprise...How did I get here so fast? Where did the years go and where did my youth go?
I remember well seeing older people through the years and thinking that those older people were years
away from me and that winter was so far off that I could not fathom it or imagine fully what it would be like. But,
here it is...my friends are retired and getting grey...they move slower and I see an older person now. Some are in
better and some worse shape than me...but, I see the great change....Not like the ones that I remember who were
young and vibrant...but, like me, their age is beginning to show and we are now those older folks that we used to
see and never thought we'd be.
Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat
anymore... it's mandatory! Cause if I don't on my own free will... I just fall asleep where I sit!
And so...now I enter into this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of strength
and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done but never did!
But, at least I know, that though the winter has come, and I'm not sure how long it will last...this I know,
that when it's over on this earth...it's NOT over. A new adventure will begin!
Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't done...things I should have done, but indeed, there are many
things I'm happy to have done. It's all in a lifetime.
So, if you're not in your winter yet...let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you think. So,
whatever you would like to accomplish in your life please do it quickly! Don't put things off too long!
Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can today, as you can never be sure whether this is your winter or not! You
have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your life...so, live for today and say all the things that you want
your loved ones to remember...and hope that they appreciate and love you for all the things that you have done for
them in all the years past!
"Life" is a gift to you. The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after.
LIVE IT WELL! ENJOY TODAY! DO SOMETHING FUN! BE HAPPY! HAVE A GREAT DAY!
REMEMBER:....
"It is health that is real wealth and not pieces of gold and silver.”
LASTLY, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING........
TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE
~Your kids are becoming you.......
~Going out is good.. Coming home is better!
~You forget names.... But it's OK because other people forgot they even knew you!!!
~The things you used to care to do, you no longer care to do, but you really do care that you don't care to do them
anymore.
~You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV blaring than in bed. It's called "pre-sleep".
~You miss the days when everything worked with just an "ON" and "OFF" switch..
~You tend to use more 4 letter words ... "what?"..."when?"... "what?" . ???
~What used to be freckles are now liver spots.
~Everybody whispers.
~You have 3 sizes of clothes in your closet.... 2 of which you will never wear.
~But Old is good in some things: Old Songs, Old movies, and best of all, OLD FRIENDS!!
It's Not What You Gather, But What You Scatter That Tells What Kind Of Life You Have Lived.

Stay well, "OLD FRIEND!"
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Ohio Family Woodland Owners Rule!
By Emma Sass and Brett Butler
Forests provide benefits at local, regional, and global scales. Families and individuals own more wooded
land than any other group in the U.S., and their decisions about how to manage and care for their land have broad
impacts. Understanding these woodland owners in Ohio, including what they do with their land and why, and what
their challenges and needs are, is important to help support healthy forests and vibrant communities now and into
the future.
To better understand family woodland owners, the USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory and Analysis
program, through the Family Forest Research Center, conducts the National Woodland Owner Survey (NWOS).
Below we present results from 255 randomly selected Ohio woodland ownerships with 1+ acres who responded to
the survey in 2017 and 2018.
 Family Woodland Owners Dominate: Family woodland owners control 69% of Ohio’s wooded land, more
than any other ownership group. An estimated 400,000 family woodland ownerships control 5.5 million
acres in Ohio.
 Size of Holdings Makes a Big Difference: The average family woodland ownership (with 1+ acres) in Ohio
has 14 acres of wooded land. The majority (71%) of ownerships have relatively small holdings between 1-9
acres, but 31% of the area of wooded land is owned by ownerships with 100 acres or more. Because of the
increased management options, program involvement, and other dynamics of larger ownerships, all
following results are for family woodland owners with 10 or more acres.
 Beauty, Privacy, Wildlife, and Nature are What Matter: The most commonly cited reasons for owning
wooded land in Ohio are related to wildlife and nature protection, as well as the beauty and privacy the
wooded land provides. Land investment, raising their family, and passing land to heirs are also important.
 They Love Their Land: The vast majority of owners, 90%, agree or strongly agree with the statement “I
want my wooded land to stay wooded.” However, most are not involved in traditional land management
practices like having a written management plan (12%) or receiving advice about their wooded land in the
past five years (23%).
 Management: In the past five years, half of landowners (52%) have cut trees for personal use, and one in
five (19%) have cut trees for sale.
 They are Older: The average age of primary decision makers for family-owned woodland in Ohio is 63
years. 15% of acres are owned by people who plan to transfer some or all of their wooded land in the next
five years.
Woodland conservation and management depend on the people who own it – in Ohio, most of these acres
are held by individuals and families. We hope additional information about America’s woodland owners will lead
to more recognition of the roles these people play and will further enhance programs and policies that help the
owners, the land, and society.
For more results, visit the USDA Forest Service’s National Woodland Owner Survey website at
www.fia.fs.fed.us/nwos. To learn more about the services and resources available to woodland owners in your
state, contact your local forestry agency or association.
(Emma Sass is a Research Fellow with the Family Forest Research Center and University of Massachusetts Amherst. Brett Butler is a
Research Forester with the USDA Forest Service Northern Research Station and Family Forest Research Center.)

2021 program agenda for A DAY in the WOODS
Note: Due to COVID-19, these programs will be offered virtually each month until we get authorization to conduct them on
site and in person. At that time, we hope to offer most of the programs in a hybrid format with both live and in-person
options. Our 2021 agenda can be found at this link: https://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/2021/03/12/tentative-a-day-in-

the-woods-schedule-for-the-remainder-of-2021-now-available/
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Phone

OCTOBER 14th
Wayne and Benita Lashbrook’s Tree Farm
6991 US Hwy 35 Jackson Oh 45640
740-701-4403
NOTE: Meet at 5:00 instead of 6:00
Bring a covered Dish and a Chair.
From Chillicothe: 20 miles from Eastern Ave exit. 2/10 mile past
Caves Rd. on Left. Opening in guardrail, down the bank.
From Rt 32: Turn on US 35 West. 2 ½ past Chillicothe St exit on
right. Watch for opening in guardrail on right when going down
hill. If you get to Caves Rd. you past it by ¼ mile.
470-701-4403

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661
Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
* Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________
EMAIL_______________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________
New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You
Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640
Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)
Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

