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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence,
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties
Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .
To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in
the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.

Hello all.
We gathered at the Rainsboro Methodist church for our first potluck of the season. 17 members were present for
the meal and meeting. The meal was scrumptious as usual. Most of the members present shared in the meal. Social
distancing guidelines were followed.
Rick called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM. We began by discussing Contributions to the Grace Fellowship
Church and Rainsboro Methodist church for the use of their facilities. It was decided to donate $25 from the group treasury
for each meeting.
Much discussion ensued regarding our upcoming auction at the November 12 meeting. John Usas has graciously
agreed to be our auctioneer again this year.
Next we voted on the issue of catering versus carry in for the Christmas party on December 10. Brent offered to
smoke meats for the dinner and the vote in favor was unanimous. We will have a sign-up sheet at the November meeting for
side dishes for Christmas dinner. I’m sure it will all be delicious!
Rick updated our group regarding Betsy and Ramie Pierson‘s move to Ireland. All is well! They are trying To adapt
to cooler weather inside and out!
Next year‘s meetings were on the docket. History of SOFA will hopefully be held at the outdoor millennial Grove
Park in Chillicothe. We will be planning our meetings a month or so at a time, until further notice. Watch the web site and
newsletter as thing develop. Maybe another outdoor event could be held at Fort Hill earthworks near sinking Spring.
It was suggested we place an ad in the Woodland journal inviting the public as possible new members.
The regular meeting was then adjourned.
Moving ahead to our evening program, several people shared their uses of wood products.
First was Sue Hilger. She shared her apple dumpling recipe which she made for us this evening. She included a
funny story about her baking endeavor!
Second was Tim Shoemaker. He gave us in-depth instructions on the construction of his beautiful shaker boxes. We
passed around tools and templates used in the long process.
Third was John Hilger. He shared his tree marking methods for invasive species control. He had many very useful
tips. Brent added some tips as well.
Fourth was Jim Meacham. Jim brought with him a beautiful natural cane or walking stick. It is called a diamond
willow cane. the diamond shapes in the wood are naturally formed by the presence of a specific fungus. These canes are
very strong. The gray or red willow trees they are from grow mostly in swamp areas. mother nature proves again to be a
great artist!
Fifth was John Flip Schmidt. He brought with him several finished items made from wood products, grasses, and
animals. He described methods for making an oak splint backpack, and bows and arrows using various types of wood. He
also discussed tanning animal hides and tracking the same animals. He passed around baskets and ropes made from various
grasses and vines.
Thanks to everyone For sharing these wonderful items and ideas. Keep on creating with natural products!
Happy trails, fern

SOFA OFFICERS

PS. Don’t forget to bring auction items to our November meeting at the Rainsboro Methodist church. Proceeds go to SOFA
and our camp canopy scholarship fund.
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Next meeting at 6 PM NOV 12th at Rainsboro Methodist Church
Turn North at the intersection in Rainsboro, Church is on the left ¼ mile.
AUCTION TIME!!!
I'll bet there are some folks out there that didn't do that yard sale they had planned!
This is your chance to help the SOFA treasuery and get rid of that yard sale stuff!
You weren't planning a yard sale? Surely you can look around and see things that someone else
might need more than you! Bring them to the November Auction!
PS. Bring your cash or check book.....there will be something you can't live without!
Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist (OCVN) Program
The Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist (OCVN) Program provides citizens across Ohio with an
opportunity to develop their knowledge and skills in the area of Ohio’s environment and natural history and
apply what they learn through service to local parks, museums, nature centers, and arboretums. As Ohio's
population grows more urban, it is harder for people to make the connection to nature that ultimately allows
them to value their local natural resources and thus have a reason to manage and conserve them for future
generations. The mission of the OCVN program is to promote awareness and citizen stewardship of Ohio's
natural resources through science-based education and community service. The OCVN program is a
research-based scientific training program that emphasizes hands on natural resource education coupled
with community-based volunteer service. Certification involves completing 40 hours of instruction and 20
hours of volunteer service.
To learn more contact:

Anne Baird
OCVN State Program Coordinator
School of Environment and Natural
Resources
The Ohio State University
371A Kottman Hall
2021 Coffey Rd.
Columbus, OH 43210

HOW I LEARNED TO MIND MY OWN BUSINESS
I was walking past the mental hospital the other day, and all the patients were shouting 13....13....13
The fence was too high to see over but I saw a little gap in the planks, so I looked through to see what
was going on.
Some idiot poked me in the eye with a stick, and they all started shouting. 14...14...14...14...
OPINIONS On the first day of school, a first-grader handed his teacher a note from his mother. The note read,
'The opinions expressed by this child are not necessarily those of his parents.'
KETCHUP A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out of the jar. During her struggle the phone rang so
she asked her 4-year-old daughter to answer the phone. 'Mommy can't come to the phone to talk to you right
now. She's hitting the bottle.'
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers
Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester Vinton,
Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596 ext 109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us
Perry Brannan, DNR Forester Jackson,
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us
Brad Wireman, DNR Forester Fayette,
Clinton, Highland, Pike,
Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us
Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu

2020 “Day in the Woods” Schedule
2nd Friday series

Resources from our October
DAY in the WOODS program focused on Mapping Your Woodland
are now available at:
https://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/2020/10/19/mapping-your-woodland-newvideos-and-resources-from-october-9th-now-available/
November 13 – Winter tree identification (virtual program)
December 11 TBA
Check out Dave's informitive videos!!
https://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/
https://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/tree-id/

Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net
Dave Apsley,
Nat’l Resource Specialist
740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu
Jerermy Scherf, ODNR
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us
Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us
Katie Gerber DNR Forester
Fayette
740-774-1596
Katherine.Gerber@state.oh.us
Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands
Biologist 937-347-0925
emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us
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The virtual DAY in the WOODS is at go.osu.edu/ditw-zoom
All sessions will be recorded and available for viewing at a later date.
Feel free to join any or all these sessions:

Contact:
David Apsley
Natural Resources Specialist
College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences Ohio State
University Extension
17 Standpipe Road, Jackson, OH 45640
740-710-3009 Mobile
apsley.1@osu.edu

Firewood awareness month
Your firewood isn’t dead! Sounds spooky, right?
But October isn’t just for scary stories... it’s also Firewood Awareness Month! And a great time to get educated
on the potentially harmful effects of moving firewood.
A study in Michigan showed that live wood-boring beetles were found in 23% of the pieces of firewood
examined! (dontmovefirewood.org)
In other words, tree-killing pests can hitch a ride on wood — even wood that looks fine! A pest could be
lurking, and all it takes is a couple of insect eggs or microscopic fungal spores for them to spread. As a rule of
thumb, try to get firewood from less than 10 miles away.
For more information visit www.dontmovefirewood.org
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The Adventures of Betsy & Ramie
Greetings from Ireland!
Well, you may wonder how we decided to move from our wonderful wooded paradise to an island
that has very few trees. My mother said - and then modeled - her belief that if you thought your kids
might want to help you out when you got old, you needed to make it easy for them. So, heeding that
advice, as we approached 70, we thought we should probably move nearer one of our kids. Our son Andy
and his family live on the western slope of the Rockies in a little town called Paonia. It is delightful and
takes most of a day to get there from Ohio. Our daughter Mimi Crawford and her husband Owen have a
small farm in Ireland in what is known as the Midlands. It also took at least a day to get there. Ramie and I
have always enjoyed outdoor work more than indoor work. Paonia Colorado is in the high desert, and the
biggest trees in town are ailanthus, a tree we have spent many hours and days eradicating from our farm
in Ohio. In the high desert, planting and tending gardens, orchards, or even window boxes is a very
irrigation heavy activity AND one must have bought irrigation rights to grow even a lawn. Now Ireland, on
the other hand, is a fairly rainy place, but in this part of the country, you can grow pretty much anything,
and CrawfordsFarm.ie is quite self-sufficient - with milk and beef cattle, pigs, chickens, ducks, gardens
galore, and a greenhouse - on 28 acres. Mimi and Owen teach and do consulting in organic farming and
permaculture practices, and there is always plenty of outdoor work to be done here.
Getting here was a TRIP to be sure! We left at 2:30 am to drive to Chicago to get the animals
onboard a flight at 11 am, (which we almost missed due to traffic tie-up) then we rested overnight while
they flew to Frankfurt Germany to spend the next day. When our hotel shuttle dropped us off at OHare
international terminal, usually a madhouse, we were almost the only people there besides a few isolated
cleaners. Good thing we enjoy each otherś company and like to play cards and Quiddler! When our Aer
Lingus (Irish airline) flight took off, the crew had us evenly spaced along the window seats to balance the
plane. There were 24 of us on a 350 passenger plane. Then we were able to rearrange and get comfortable
for what turned out to be a really quick flight. Usual 7 and a quarter hours, this one was a bit over five
hours. We hunkered down in the EMPTY Dublin airport playing more cards until the dogs and Kitty arrived
from Germany and Mimi and her father in law, Arthur, came to pick us all up. I was dying for a coffee, but
the airport vending machine charged €8.80 - about $10 - a cup, and I wasn´t that desperate.
It's in the low 40's both inside and out when we get up on the morning. These Irish are hardy folks!
Whew! I believe we have finally caught up on sleep and sanity. (Someone else might not judge the same
on our sanity…) We got here, the dogs and Kitty arrived unscathed, and Rick sent our shipping container of
all our worldly goods out on its maiden voyage.
We received a swell, warm welcome at the bungalow on Crawford´s farm where we will be staying
until we buy a house. (You can see it on Google Earth if you look for Crawfords Farm Ireland - all 28 acres
of it!) The kids and Owenś parents had remodeled, cleaned, furnished, and decorated it to be quite homey.
Mimi had stocked the pantry and fridge with every possible meal ingredient I could imagine using. She had
supplied us with their milk, eggs, and butter, tons of veg and fruit from her garden, orchard, and
greenhouse, as well as cleaning and hygiene supplies to last till Christmas. It was very touching and we
felt better than we had in weeks.

To be continued................
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Ohio's deer season begins amid optimism, some changes in
regulations Dave Golowenski For The Columbus Dispatch
Ohio’s archery season opened just before sunrise Saturday. Between then and the season’s final
minute, 30 minutes after sunset on Feb. 7, 2021, tons of venison and more than a few antler sets deemed
worthy of display will be skimmed off the land.
During the 2019-20 season hunters checked 184,468 whitetails, 80,138 of them bucks. Bow
hunters took 88,106 whitetails, or about 48% of the all-seasons total.
Seasons involving firearms in 2020-21 will unfold as follows:
Youth gun: Nov. 21-22. Gun: Nov. 30 through Dec. 6 and Dec. 19-20. Muzzleloader: Jan. 2-5
Natural anomalies and unforeseen happenings aside, the season looks promising, said biologist
Mike Tonkovich, the deer project administrator for the Ohio Division of Wildlife.
“I do think we’ll see about 190,000 deer taken this year,” he said. “Most of the increase will come
in the antlerless harvest because of changes in the regulations.”
Among the alterations is an expansion in the number of counties in which a deer management
permit, the successor name of antlerless permits, can be used to take a single antlerless deer through
Nov. 29. Available last year in a few urban counties, the $15 management permit was made legal in 24
counties this season.
In central Ohio, hunters in Delaware County, where the season limit dropped to three, can’t use a
deer management permit. The same status – three deer, no use of a management permit is in play for
Union and Fairfield counties.
Deer management permits can be used in two other three-deer counties, Licking and Knox both
finished last year among the state’s top six counties in whitetails checked.
Management permits remain an option in Franklin County, one of five Ohio counties with a fourdeer season limit.
More than one deer may be taken in all but three connected counties, one of them Pickaway in
central Ohio. An either-sex permit is required to take a second, third or fourth antlerless animal in any
deer management county,or an antlerless whitetail in the 64 counties where deer management permits
can’t be used, or a buck in any county. Either-sex permits cost $31.20 for resident adults, $16 for youths
and $12 for seniors.
Holders of a hunting license and an either-sex permit may take a single buck during the hunting
season.
The season bag limit has been cut from three to two in a significant number of southeastern Ohio
counties long considered deer strongholds. Still, with proper permits a hunter in Ohio can take as many
as six deer before season’s end as long as he or she doesn’t exceed any county limit.
Although deer hunter numbers have been sliding, indicated by a 20% decline in permit sales since
2011, last year showed a slight increase. The wildlife division estimates some 375,000 people will hunt
deer in the state. The self-funded division, which relies heavily on the continued popularity of deer
hunting as a generator of revenue, in recent years has received fewer responses to surveys it sends
annually to deer hunters.
“Many are not answering, so they’re not telling us anything,” Tonkovich said. “And believe me, we
really want to know what they’re thinking.”
Despite a downturn in critical feedback and suggestions, the responses actually returned to the
division are more positive than not in terms of what hunters are experiencing while on the hunt. “We are
seeing an uptick in our hunter satisfaction index for at least the last two years,” Tonkovich said.
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OCTOBER 8TH SOFA MEETING

Autioneer John

We will meet at The Rainsboro Methodist Church,
between Bainbridge and Hillsboro on St Rt 50. At the intersection
of Rt 50 and Rt 753, turn North. (There is only one intersection in
Rainsboro)(North is right, if coming from Chillicothe, and left if
coming from Hillsboro....just sayin') ¼ mile, church on left (West).
Our usual format will be observed: Pot Luck at 6 PM.
Meeting to follow at 7 PM. As indicated Pot Luck will be at
individual discretion. Social distancing will be observed, and
anyone wishing to wear a mask, or bring their own personal food,
will be encouraged to do so.

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661
Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
* Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________
EMAIL_______________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________
New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You
Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640
Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)
Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

