NOVEMBER 2021

Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence,
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties
Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .
To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in
the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.

OCTOBER OUTING

SOFA OFFICERS

Twenty-two people attended the farm tour at the Deseret Tree Farm. Wayne and Benita held the
tour in their pavilion where we all shared a delicious potluck meal, fireside chatting, and watched the
kids fish and wade in the pond. There were loads of delicious chicken dishes this time, as well as
plenty of side dishes, and desserts. During Wayne’s presentation, we learned that the 160-acre tree
farm has been in the family for twenty-two years. The farm’s name, “Deseret”, comes from the Book
of Mormon and means “land of milk and honey.” That is an appropriate name, given the beauty of the
area we explored during the evening. There are two ponds on the property, one with a sand beach and
large fish, lots of trails, the shelter where we had our meeting, a fire pit with a nearby woodshed, and a
primitive cabin for hosting overnight family visits. It was obvious that a lot of love and care have gone
into making this farm a beautiful home for wildlife and people, functional, and fun for kids and adults
alike. The property has had a logging operation four times and has produced a wide variety of species
of different ages and sizes. As Wayne says, “It takes 200 years to really see the change in the forest. If
I could ask the Good Lord for one thing, it would be to live for 100 years – but without the aches and
pains.” Even in those twenty-two short years, Wayne, Benita, and the rest of their family have seen
many positive changes.
We welcomed a new member, Roger Yost, who is a logger and a well-known person with
several SOFA members. Roger is from Spring Valley and graduated from Hocking Tech. He is a
logger in the area and shared a lot of information about some of the rarer trees in the area. With a little
encouragement, I’m hoping we can convince Roger to be a speaker at a future meeting!
Speaking of meetings, because of the COVID, we will not be able to have meetings at the OSU
Extension. November’s meeting will take place at the Rainesboro Church on 11 November at 6:00pm.
In other news, the Pike County News Watchman featured Tobacco Barn Hollow (Betsy and
Remy’s former home) in their Nature Notes column on 15 September. A tree ID course, sponsored by
the ARC of Appalachia was attended by the author. The article can be reviewed at
https://www.newswatchman.com/community/article_37f8f0a9-8b9d-56f0-8887-8051b4314d56.html.
Stacy and Lynn Hunt, recent STEM Program grads, checked out our website and thanked us for
the information they found there. They also suggested that we add a link to Peter Morrell’s blog post
All About Bald Eagles (https://wizardpins.com/blogs/education/all-about-bald-eagles). Look for that
addition to our website.
As always, if you have any suggestions for additions to the website links, please forward them
me at redstreakerhollowfarms@gmail.com.
Last, but certainly, not least, we did not decide on a name for the tree-hanging monkey. He sat
quietly throughout the meeting and didn’t offer any suggestions. Maybe next month…
Kelly
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Mr Jim Gloyd shared this breathtaking picture with us and is letting me share on our page. Thank you sir.
These are his words:
For 30 years my dad took the Boy Scouts several times a year to Tar Hollow State Park to camp. Our family
visited quite often also. We were always sure to visit the forest fire tower, and climb it to the top almost every
time. I am sure there were nights we could’ve seen the Milky Way just behind it, but didn’t know to look. Lisa
and I stopped by this past weekend to see if it was there, and sure enough it was! Wish dad was here to see this
one!
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REMEMBER!!
BURN BAN — The statewide fall burn ban is in effect from October 1 - November 30.
OPEN BURNING IS NOT PERMITTED BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 6AM - 6PM.
This is largely due to dry, breezy and low relative humidity conditions, as well as
vegetation dying off. If a fire gets out of control, don't wait to call 911—fires can spread
quickly!
...
For more info:http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/burninglaws

Day in the Woods 2nd Friday Series
If you are interested in some great educational programs, this
is the place! It's been hard to plan ahead, so check often to see
what and where the next program will be held. We will try to
keep the latest info on our facebook page, but here is the
website to check for yourself:
u.osu.edu/seohiowoods

David Apsley
Natural Resources Specialist
College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences Ohio State
University Extension
17 Standpipe Road, Jackson, OH 45640
740-710-3009 Mobile
apsley.1@osu.edu email
u.osu.edu/seohiowoods website

Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands
Biologist 937-347-0925
emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us

FACEBOOK
Check often, there is timely information, that cannot make it into the newsletter!
It is a private group, so you may want to register. After registering you will be able to post entries.
This will enable us to put out immediate information, such as cancellations, or other plan changes.
In order to register, open Facebook search for “S.O.F.A.” There you will be able to join the group.
Content will be visible to anyone who wants to look at the sight, but posting will be by members
only.
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A Note to all “inactive” Members:
There are a lot of reasons that many members are not able to attend our monthly
meetings. That being said, we miss you, and hope you are well. We would like to hear
from you, to know that you still have an interest in our group, and what is going on in
your world. There will be a place in the newsletter to publish your message (only if you
give permission) to let everyone know about you. The weather is changing in southern
Ohio, so sit down and drop a few lines to me. Email tshoe140@horizonview.net
P.S. We wouldn't mind hearing from “Active” members too!

ODNR Fall Color Update – No. 4
Columbus, Ohio – Although the fall color timeline has been a little delayed, the cooler temperatures
should allow us to see more colors, according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources .
“The weather across the state has not been ideal for vibrant fall color development,” said
ODNR Fall Color Forester, David Parrott. “However, that trend seems to have turned a corner with
many locations now reporting Near Peak conditions around the state.”
The moderate temperatures make this a great time of year to see the backdrop of fall colors
on a hike in one of our state parks, forests, or nature preserves. One of the best trails in the state to
see everything Ohio has to offer is the Buckeye Trail. The trail winds around Ohio, reaching every
corner of the state. For over 1,400 miles, the trail passes through a beachhead on Lake Erie near
Cleveland, to hilltops overlooking the Ohio River in Cincinnati, and passes through many of our state
parks and forests displaying some of the best views in the state.
Before heading out on a hike, don’t forget to download our new DETOUR trails app, which is
available for free on the Google Play Store and Apple App Store. Take your DETOUR and let this
app prepare you for every twist and turn of the trail with useful, detailed information that gets you
there and back again.

A Guy Takes His Girlfriend To Her First Football Game.

They had great seats right behind their team's bench.
After the game, he asked her how she liked the experience.
"Oh, I really liked it," she replied, "especially the tight pants and all the big muscles, but
I just couldn't understand why they were killing each other over 25 cents."
Dumbfounded, her date asked, "What do you mean?"
"Well, they flipped a coin, one team got it, and then for the rest of the game, all they kept
screaming was, 'Get the quarterback! Get the quarterback!' I'm like, hello? It's only 25
cents!"
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ZALESKI, Ohio – Sixteen veterans were
treated to a guided archery hunt at Zaleski
State Forest by the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR). The ODNR
divisions of Forestry, Wildlife, and Parks and
Watercraft partnered with the Buckeye Hero
Hunt Committee, the Ohio Department of
Veterans Services, and volunteer groups to
provide this opportunity the veterans to hunt
white-tailed deer.
“This was a great weekend spent with
some outstanding people,” said Dan Balser, chief of the ODNR Division of Forestry. “ODNR is honored
to be able to provide this opportunity as we thank and support the men and women who have served
our country.”
Volunteers assisted the Buckeye Hero Hunt Committee to support the veterans with their hunt
providing meals, lodging, and equipment.
“We are pleased to partner with the Buckeye Hero Hunt Committee and its volunteers to honor our Ohio
veterans who have sacrificed so much for us,” said Courtney Cawood, manager of Zaleski State Forest.
Veterans applied to participate in the hunt, and the event was free for participating veterans. Twenty-two
deer – 12 antlerless and 10 antlered – were harvested between Oct. 8 and Oct. 10.
The ODNR Division of Forestry promotes the wise use and sustainable management of Ohio’s
public and private woodlands for both timber quality and wildlife habitat. This hunt provided an
opportunity to effectively manage white-tailed deer populations and the damage they can cause to the
forest ecosystem in a specific area of Zaleski State Forest. White-tailed deer can have substantial
negative impacts on forest health and regeneration due to the browse of tree seedlings and herbaceous
plants. Hunting is the most effective way to control deer populations, and the ODNR Division of Forestry
is thrilled to create this great opportunity for veterans.

SUNSHINE
While looking at a house, my brother asked the real estate agent which direction was north;
because, he explained,
he didn't want the sun waking him up every morning.
She asked, "Does the sun rise in the north?"
When my brother explained that the sun rises in the East, and has for sometime.
She shook her head and said, "Oh I don't keep up with all that stuff."
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NOVEMBER 11th
Rainsboro UMC
At press time we are working on a speaker for the meeting, but not
confirmed. We will have our usual carry-in dinner at 6 PM
We will meet at The Rainsboro Methodist Church, between
Bainbridge and Hillsboro on St Rt 50. At the intersection of Rt 50
and Rt 753, turn North. (There is only one intersection in
Rainsboro)(North is right, if coming from Chillicothe, and left if
coming from Hillsboro) ¼ mile, church on left (West).

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661
Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
* Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________
EMAIL_______________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________
New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You
Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640
Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)
Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

