www.ohiosofa.org

Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence,
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties
Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .
To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in
the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.

Hello all!
Rick called the meeting to order at 7o’clock following a small but scrumptious meal.
Small because there were only 15 members present. This did, however, allow us to be
socially distanced with room to spare. We elected new officers for the year 2021.
They are as follows: Chair person- Rick Wright, Co chair- John Usas ,
Treasurer-Jim Meacham, Secretary-Kelly Flaskerud ,Web master-John King
Newsletter-Tim Shoemaker. (Your not off the hook Julie! As soon as you are able to
come back......)
Our upcoming Annual meeting and Christmas party will be held at the Rainsboro
United Methodist Church. It will be a carry in but with Brent Flaskerud supplying the
smoked meats. We passed around a sign-up sheet for side dishes. Anyone who was not at
this meeting and will be attending the Christmas party can contact me, Fern, regarding
side dishes. Reservation forms were sent to all members. Our Foresters and Resource
people are all also welcome. We will have our silly gift exchange, gifts not to exceed $20.
Business meeting was adjourned.
We held our annual auction to raise funds this year for our general fund. A great
time was had by all! John Usas was our illustrious auctioneer and Jane acted as his
lovely assistant. Almost everything was sold and the proceeds gave a good boost to our
treasury. Many thanks to John and Jane for providing an entertaining addition to our
auction!
I hope to see everyone who is healthy and comfortable with gathering together in a
spacious environment on December 10th at our Annual meeting / Christmas party. As of
this newsletter our party is going forward. Our website will be updated as any changes to
our plans are required.
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Happy trails, Fern

Rick Wright Chair

Fern Beathard , Secretary

740-626-2382
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wdssteward@gmail.com

overlookhillsfarm@gmail.com

Jim Meacham, Treasurer
740-988-2073
jmeach42@gmail.com

John King, Webmaster
937-764-0495
jfking@earthlink.net

Tim Shoemaker, Editor
740-851-9127
tshoe140@horizonview.net
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This dude right here could tell a tall story
as a young man......

now at

69

just imagine how tall they will be!

Happy Birthday John!
We all leave everything for LATER like ′′ after ′′ belongs to us.........because what we don't understand is that:
Afterwards, the coffee gets cold......Afterwards, priorities change.......Afterwards, the charm is broken...
Afterwards, health passes.......Afterwards, the kids grow up.......Afterwards parents get old...
Afterwards, promises are forgotten........Afterwards, the day becomes the night........afterwards life ends...
And then it's often too late.........So......... Let's leave nothing for LATER..

With a bag on my back and a staff in my hand,
I march on in haste through enemy land,
the way may be rough, but it cannot be long
So I'll smooth it with hope, and I'll cheer it with song
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Invasive Species Lanternfly has Now Invaded Ohio. ODNR Says
Squish it and Report it
By Jeremy Newman 11/23/2020

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester Vinton,
Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596 ext 109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us
Perry Brannan, DNR Forester Jackson,
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us
Brad Wireman, DNR Forester Fayette,
Clinton, Highland, Pike,
Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us
Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu
Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net
Dave Apsley,
Nat’l Resource Specialist
740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu
Jerermy Scherf, ODNR
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us
Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us
Katie Gerber DNR Forester
Fayette
740-774-1596
Katherine.Gerber@state.oh.us
Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands
Biologist 937-347-0925
emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us

Ohio Department of Agriculture has reported for everyone to be on the lookout
for the invasive species bug known as the lanternfly. Scientists at the Department say that
the best time to spot the bug is in November and now they have officially spotted these
bugs in Eastern Ohio (Jefferson County) and they need to stop them before it’s too late.
You can fill out an infestation report using the link below or call the Plant Pest
Division at 614-728-6400. Report a sighting:
https://ohioagriculture.maps.arcgis.com/…/index.html…Learn more:
https://agri.ohio.gov/…/plant-health/invasive-pests/slf
Why? These bugs lay around 30-50 eggs each in the fall and they are taking over
counties in Pennsylvania.
More Why? The Spotted Lanternfly is an invasive species from planthopper
native to China, India, Vietnam. It was first discovered in Pennsylvania in Berks County
and has spread to other counties in the southeast portion of the Commonwealth. This
insect has the potential to greatly impact agricultural crops such as grapes, hops, and
hardwoods. It is also reducing the quality of life for people living in heavily infested
areas. Lanternflies decimate crops including almonds, apples, blueberries, cherries,
peaches, grapes, and hops as well as trees such as oak, walnut, and poplar, among others,
according to USDA. They destroy plants and trees by feeding on the sap.
“But it doesn’t actually use all that sap. It has to get rid of it so it shoots it out as
honeydew. It excretes it. They look like little super soakers. Honeydew is very sticky and
it coats everything. It coats leaves and blocks photosynthesis and attracts mold that then
damages the plant or the tree,” said Shannon Powers, a press secretary for the
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture. “It’s just a mess for property owners.”
Pennsylvania is currently spraying and trying to control the spread but currently, they are
reporting 14 counties are invested and spreading. What’s worse is the Ohio, Indiana, and
Illinois are the perfect climates for these insects to take ahold and breed more.
The only hope that we will in the next several years start seeing the invading bug is if
Pennsylvania figures out how to control them. The State is already working on ways to
give additional control even possibilities of releasing other insects that prey on the lantern
files, according to Pennsylvania’s natural resources.
Update: Insect experts are saying to plant milkweed because the insect does not
know the plant is poisonous to it, it drinks the nectar and kills them. Milkweed is also
great for the Monarch Butterfly.
In their adult state, spotted lanternflies are about an inch long and have white and
red wings with black spots.

OLD FASHON CHRISTMAS FRUIT CAKE RECIPE
1 cup sugar, 1 tsp. Baking powder, 1 cup water, 1 tsp. salt, 1 cup of brown sugar, lemon juice, 4 large eggs, nuts, 1
bottle vodka, 2 cups dried fruit. Sample a cup of vodka to check quality. Take a l...arge bowl check the vodka
again to be sure it is of the highest quality then repeat. Turn on the electric mixer. Beat one cup of butter in a large
fluffy bowl. Add 1 teaspoon of sugar. Beat again. At this point, it is best to make sure the vodka is still ok. Try
another cup just in case. Turn off the mixer thingy. Break 2 eegs and add to the bowl and chuck in the cup of dried
fruit. Pick the fruit up off the floor, wash it and put it in the bowl a piece at a time trying to count. Mix on the
turner. If the fried druit getas stuck in the beaterers, just pry it loose with the drewscriver Sample the vodka to test
for tonsisticity. Next sift 2 cups of salt, or something. Check the vodka. Now shift the lemon juice and strain your
nuts. Add one table. Add a spoon of sugar, or somefink. Whatever you can find. Greash the oven. Turn the cake
tin 360 degrees and try not to fall over. Don't forget to beat off the turner. Finally, throw the bowl through the
window. Finish the vodka and wipe the counter with the cat.
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A STORY FOR YOU FOLKS THAT LOVE TO FEED THE BIRDS!
I bought a bird feeder. I hung it on my back porch and filled it with seed. What a beauty of a bird feeder it
was, as I filled it lovingly with seed. Within a week we had hundreds of birds taking advantage of the continuous
flow of free and easily accessible food.
But then the birds started building nests in the boards of the patio, above the table, and next to the barbecue.
Then came the s#@%. It was everywhere: on the patio tile, the chairs, the table ...everywhere! Then some of the
birds turned mean. They would dive bomb me and try to peck me even though I had fed them out of my own
pocket. And others birds were boisterous and loud. They sat on the feeder and squawked and screamed at all hours
of the day and night and demanded that I fill it when it got low on food.
After a while, I couldn't even sit on my own back porch anymore. So I took down the bird feeder and in
three days the birds were gone. I cleaned up their mess and took down the many nests they had built all over the
patio. Soon, the back yard was like it used to be ..... quiet, serene....and no one demanding their rights to a free meal.
Now let's see......Our government gives out free food, subsidized housing, free medical care and free
education. Suddenly our taxes went up to pay for free services; you have to wait 6 hours to be seen by an emergency
room doctor; people squawking and screaming in the streets, demanding more rights and free liberties.
Just an opinion, but maybe it's time for the government to take down the bird feeder.

Crane Flies Are Invading Ohio This Fall And They Look Like Giant Mosquitoes
What look like giant mosquitos are actually crane flies that are harmless to humans. Ohio is
experiencing an abundance of these flying insects. You’ve likely spotted a few in your yard.
If you think you've spotted a mosquito or two this fall, you've likely just encountered some
crane flies. Due to last year's fairly mild and wet winter, Ohio is seeing an abundance of both native
and non-native crane flies this fall. Although these unique insects can appear unsightly—especially
in the fall after the mosquitos are supposed to be long gone—there's little to worry about.
After hatching, the larva feeds on decaying plant matter underground and emerges in the fall
as a crane fly. As an adult crane fly, the average lifespan it just 3 - 5 days.
The Marsh Crane Fly is non-native to Ohio but can make an appearance in northern Ohio
and Lake Erie counties. Non-native crane flies can cause notable damage to
grassy areas or other green plant material. Because they feed off of grass and
greenery, turf can thin and leave room for weeds to sprout.
So, should you spot some of these creepy crawlies in your yard this fall
hiding among the changing leaves (and you don't live close to Lake Erie), don't
fret. They'll be gone in a matter of days!
If you want to discourage their presence, just rake your leaves often.

Notes for your Christmas Tree
The trees that retain moisture the longest are the Fraser fir, Noble fir, and Douglas fir.
Take at least one inch off the original harvest cut—and immediately place the new cut in water.
Trees are thirsty and can absorb a gallon of water a day, so look for a stand that holds 1 to 1.5
gallons.
Research has shown that plain water will keep a tree as fresh as using additives in the water.
Keep the tree away from heaters, fans, or direct sunlight to keep it from drying out prematurely.
Take the tree down before it dries completely and becomes a fire hazard.
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The Adventures of Betsy & Ramie
Greetings from Ireland!
Once we had quarantined for two weeks (during which we caught up on sleep and sanity) we have been
enjoying the Indian summer walking the dogs, feeding the chickens, picking berries, transplanting fall plants,
talking to the pigs and cows, bringing in hay, watering the greenhouse and painting metal in one of the barns.
During the next few weeks we will pick apples, sloes, damsons, rose hips, elderberries, and blackberries.
Strawberry season is just about over. The ash trees are different from those in Ohio, but they too are all dying from
some sort of an affliction. The British exploited this island for a long time, and, valuing productivity, made the
Irish remove all trees and put everything in pasture and tillage, so the tree farms here are of fairly recent origin and
most are pine plantations. I took a picture of a log truck the other day. Those logs are some of the biggest we will
see. However, there are lots of small trees, shrubs, ivys and hollies here - most growing in hedgerows among
stacked rocks, they are totally impermeable to man or beast. The lanes are narrow, as you can see from the picture
of the lane where we are living. There is not a lot of warmth here, so tomatoes, peppers, cukes, eggplants, and
other heat loving plants need a greenhouse to produce. But, since it never gets extremely cold, it's not unusual to
see palm trees and other Mediterranean plants that can't take the cold, growing here.
When we got out of quarantine, we hitched a ride with Mimi to Limerick to look at/try on cars and
checked out a Lidl and an Aldi. After we get a car, we need to pursue the process to get approval to stay
here, look for a house, get oriented to how to get things and get around, and pursue other avenues on this
steep learning curve.
We seem to be adjusting well to life on this small island in the Atlantic. There is always a breeze
and humidity is our constant companion. I brush my hair in the morning and tell myself I look like Betty
Ford, (or is it Betty White?) but by ten oćlock, I see Bozo the Clown in the mirror, my hair so springy and
curly. Having a small yard and nobody close by to talk with in quarantine is a new experience, but we take
the dogs on long walks twice a day to stretch our legs. We listen to the radio (all live) to hear local news
and how words are pronounced. Folks still read newspapers here, which is a joy. Appliances are tiny - hot
water tank 15 gal, refrigerator as in a dorm, washer ½ the size of US but still washes the same size load, tiny
stove, etc. The water tank heats up in 20 min, so you only flip on the switch when you anticipate washing
up, doing laundry or dishes. Less than half the population of Ohio in the whole country, this part of Ireland
- known as the Golden Vale - is the richest farmland, so humans are few and far between. Many more
cows! Everyone drys laundry on clotheslines - which are under shelter due to frequent drizzles. Ours is
currently in our part of the turf shed. We are thinking where to string one up inside for the winter, once
we get our kitchen wood cook stove and small living room turf-burning fireplace fired up. The post (mail) is
not delivered on Saturday or Sunday, and many if not most businesses are closed then too. Very quiet on
the weekends, except for farm machinery in the fields.
There is tree farming here and we read about in the farming journals the kids get. Most is plantation
based, and most plantations are pines. Not much diversity, but pretty all the same. Lots of moss, ivy and
ferns, the narrow lanes are bordered by rock walls in which all kinds of things grow - similar to the walls
between fields. In a few weeks, my job will be to pick hedgerow bounty - sloes, rose hips, elderberries, wild
plums, crab apples, and blackberries, all of which Mimi will make into cordials - non-alcoholic fruit
concentrates which you dilute with with water or seltzer to drink during the cold, dark winters. The farm
is organic, so Mimi has been harvesting garlic and soaking some in alcohol to make tincture to treat
mastitis and other infections in the cows. Sunset will be more like 4:30 in the dead of winter.
Well, we hope to buy a car soon and become independent. The Irish are not in a hurry, and they tell
us buying a house may take up to a year. (Glad we didn't wait till we were 80!)
We hope you all are well. We realize we will miss seeing you on a regular basis!
Ramie & Betsy
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DECEMBER 10TH SOFA MEETING

Merry Christmas

We will meet at The Rainsboro Methodist Church,
between Bainbridge and Hillsboro on St Rt 50. At the intersection
of Rt 50 and Rt 753, turn North. (There is only one intersection in
Rainsboro)(North is right, if coming from Chillicothe, and left if
coming from Hillsboro) ¼ mile, church on left (West).
We will eat at 6 PM. Annual Meeting to follow at 7 PM.
After the Annual meeting we will have our traditional “steal the
gift” gift exchange. Bring an item from home or purchase
something “forestry” related. Less that $20 suggested

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661
Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
* Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________
EMAIL_______________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________
New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You
Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640
Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)
Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

